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Engaging people with animals, inspiring appreciation for our seas, supporting 
wildlife conservation—our mission drives the work we do every day, and 
2016 was no exception.  We experienced strong growth in visitation; over 
500,000 guests were entertained and educated at your aquarium last year, 
a 10% increase over 2015.  We were recognized for excellence locally, by the 
United Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce as the inaugural “Non-Profit 
Business of the Year” and nationally by the Center for Interactive Learning 
and Collaboration for our “Aquavision” distance learning program for the 
second year in a row.  

Our animal family grew with the addition of Liko and Schooner, our newest 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins, as well as hundreds of new fish, birds, reptiles 
and mammals that found a new home in Caribbean Journey.  And speaking 
of Caribbean Journey, construction progress accelerated throughout 2016, 
and as of December we were at 80% completion.  I hope by now all of 
you have had an opportunity to experience this amazing new adventure.  
And even with the strong focus on our Caribbean program, we continued to 
invest in our Gulf of Mexico building; Tentacles, our newest special exhibition 
opened to rave reviews in July.

Behind the scenes, our Animal Care team treated over 300 animals through 
our Second Chance Wildlife Rehabilitation program, and our educators 
worked with over 77,000 learners on site, at our Sea Lab facility, and via 
Aquavision where students from 18 different states, Mexico and Canada  
engaged in STEM learning activities.

Moving forward, we are continuing our focus on how we can become more 
impactful.  Conceptual design is underway for our future Center for Marine 
and Wildlife Conservation. This new Center would include state-of-the-art 
facilities for aquaculture research and coral propagation.  The Center would 
also serve as the headquarters for our Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation 
program.  And finally, the Center would function as an extension to our Flint 
Hills Resources Center for Excellence in STEM Education.  Actively engaging 
students in research, conservation and animal husbandry work alongside 
our teams is a key objective of the STEM Center.  And along with student 
engagement, our plan is to provide space and access for researchers from 
other institutions to work collaboratively with our team in our collective wildlife 
conservation work.

The future Center for Marine and Wildlife Conservation is a critical component 
of our 2020 strategic plan and our vision:  To be a global leader in fostering 
support for the conservation of the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.

Thank you for the tremendous support over the years.  None of this work 
would be possible without you.  Your involvement helps us in our pursuit of 
excellence, allowing us to deliver on our mission every day, in so many ways.  
We want to do more– with your help, we can.

Rob Hall, Chair, Board of Trustees
Tom Schmid, President & CEO

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  T E X A S  S T AT E  A Q U A R I U M
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2016 started off with a splash with the January 
arrival of our two newest bottlenose dolphins, Liko 
and Schooner. Each eight years old at the time 
of their arrival, Liko and Schooner came to the 
Aquarium from SeaWorld Orlando, where they 
were both born. 

Liko, recognizable from his distinct countershading, 
and Schooner, with his light coloring, can be 
regularly seen by our guests in Dolphin Bay and 
during our daily Dolphins! presentations. 

Liko and Schooner have also served as incredible 
wildlife ambassadors this year, helping us educate 
thousands of guests each year on the importance 
of protecting marine life. While bottlenose dolphins 
are not endangered, some populations are 
depleted.  We have the privilege and obligation 
to give our animals the best care possible and we 
are committed to giving them the best every day.

W E L C O M I N G 
L I K O  A N D 
S C H O O N E R



Octopi, nautili, jellies and other strange and wonderful 
cephalopods descended upon the Texas State 
Aquarium this year with the opening of Tentacles. 
The Aquarium’s newest exhibit, which celebrated its 
Grand Opening on July 1, provides guests with an 
up-close look at these unusual animals, and in some 
cases, even the opportunity to touch them.

Tentacles, presented by the Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. 
and Helen C. Kleberg Foundation, features nautilus 
cuttlefish and multiple species of jellies, including 
Pacific sea nettles and blue blubber jellies. A 
touch exhibit grants guests the unique, interactive 
experience of safely touching delicate moon jellies.

A favorite of the Tentacles exhibit is Otis, the giant 
Pacific octopus. A bit of a strange personality and a 
master of camouflage, Otis often amazes guests by 
changing colors depending on his mood.  

After less than a year of operation, Tentacles has 
already proven to be one of our most popular 
exhibits, with guests being enthralled every day 
by the otherworldly motions and features of these 
incredible animals. 

The Aquatic Nursery also opened in 2016, allowing 
guests to follow ocean life through their earliest 
phases of life. It features juvenile moon jellies, 
cuttlefish, shark egg casings, and even a baby 
octopus. Guests are also able to observe bamboo 
shark eggs, colloquially known as “mermaids’ 

purses,” and see juvenile sharks that are just a day or 
two old. The nursery is also a vehicle to convey the 
importance of sustainability because it allows the 
Texas State Aquarium to maintain our own animal 
populations through onsite breeding operations.

W R A P P E D  U P  I N  T E N T A C L E S

L I F E  B E G I N S  I N  T H E  A Q U AT I C  N U R S E R Y

TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM         3                



E D U C AT I O N
Every day and in every way, our Education team 
is investigating best practices in STEM education 
and engagement.  We’re focusing on STEM skills 
and processes, building environmental literacy, 
facilitating conservation activities, and promoting 
STEM careers.  

Our programs include hands-on, critical thinking lab 
and exhibit-based learning activities for distance 
learning, outreach and special event audiences; 
public, private and homeschool students; as well as 
sleepover, mini-camp, and day camp participants.  
As the most affordable and wide-ranging option, 
our Aquavision distance learning program brought 
the Texas State Aquarium to classrooms across 
Texas as well as 18 other states as far away as 
California and Vermont. Students from Mexico 
and Canada also had the opportunity to remotely 
experience the Aquarium through Aquavison.

Tour programs connected students with both our 
highly-knowledgeable staff and scientists, but also 
scientists from Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi’s 
(TAMUCC) Harte Research Institute, the University 
of Texas Marine Science Institute at Port Aransas, 
TAMUCC’s Center for Coastal Studies, Texas A&M 
University – Galveston, Texas State University’s 

Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, 
and the International Crane Foundation. 

With the opening of Caribbean Journey, our 
education programs will continue to expand 
to support inclusive and collaborative learning, 
promote STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics) exploration and discovery, and 
empower students to reach their full potential.
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E D U C AT I O N  P R O G R A M S

The Aquarium’s Flint Hills Resources Center for Excellence in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) Education had an 
outstanding year, reaching 77,000 students in 2016, a significant 
increase over the 65,000 students we connected with in 2015.

AQUARIUM DISCOVERY 
FIELD TRIPPERS

CAMPERS ENGAGED IN 
STEM-IN-ACTION

7,500

1,300

655 

1,280

14,000

17,000

450

HOMESCHOOLERS

TEACHERS
TRAINED

YOUNG EXPLORERS 
SLEPT WITH THE FISHES

OUTREACH LEARNERS

AQUAVISION 
VIRTUAL VISITORS



$25,000
AZA SAFE 
   (Saving Animals From Extinction) 

   Vaquita Conservation Action Plan

$10,000
Aquarium Conservation 
Partnership 

$5,000
Chicago Zoological Society, 
Dolphin Welfare Study

$1,750
SECORE 

(Sexual Coral Reproduction), 
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium

$1,500
American Elasmobranch 
Society

$1,500
Gladys Porter Zoo 

(Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle Bi-National 
project)

 $1,000
The Ocean Project Partner 
Membership

C O N S E R V AT I O N
Conservation of wildlife and the ocean is a top priority 
at the Aquarium. While our exhibits, presentations, and 
education programs teach hundreds of thousands of 
guests each year about the importance of preserving 
and protecting wildlife, we also make efforts to partner 

with other prominent conservation organizations and 
contribute to meaningful conservation efforts.

In 2016, our conservation partnerships and support 
efforts included:  

Aquarium 
Conservation 
Partnership: 

Includes advocacy 
and participation 
in plastic pollution 
reduction 
projects.
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The Aquarium fights for the 
preservation of all animals, 
but the plight of the vaquita, 
a critically endangered 
porpoise, was of special 

significance to us throughout 2016. The 
vaquita’s numbers have plummeted in 
recent years, with 30 or fewer remaining 
as of late 2016. The vaquita’s downfall is 
largely attributed to their entanglement and 
drowning in illegal gillnets used by fishermen 
in Mexico’s Gulf of California. 

While a permanent gillnet ban was 
announced in July 2016, and Mexican 
government patrols have been set up to 
enforce the law, illegal fishing persists, and 

the vaquita population continues to decline 
at an alarming rate.

The Aquarium raises awareness for the 
plight of the vaquita through social media, 
interpretive displays, and by commemorating 
International Save the Vaquita Day. During 
our Summer SeaCamp, even young learners 
made their voices heard with a banner 
declaring 100 reasons to save the vaquita.  
We also invited hundreds of guests to sign a 
sponsored petition to ban harmful gillnets. 

S A V I N G  T H E  V A Q U I T A

In 2016, we made 
significant financial 
contributions to help 
save the world’s most 
threatened marine 
mammal, committing 
$75,000 to date for 
rescue, conservation, 
and awareness efforts. 



Thousands of guests enjoyed the Aquarium’s wildlife exhibits and 
thrilling presentations throughout 2016, but few of them may have 
noticed the Animal Care staff working diligently behind the scenes 
to keep our animals healthy, well-fed, and mentally stimulated. 
Day in and day out, our Animal Care staff’s hard work and tireless 
dedication helps ensure the Aquarium is able to exceed all 
standards and look after our animals’ welfare. 

Led by Senior Vice President & Chief Operating Officer Jesse 
Gilbert, Animal Care ensures that all animal care areas and 
exhibits are clean, safe, and well-maintained. It also handles all 
animal presentations, from our regularly-scheduled Dolphins! and 
Wild Flight presentations to providing guests with up-close animal 
encounters in our main lobby.

A job in Animal Care requires immense attention to detail, as each 
species and individual animal has its own unique and very specific 
needs. Perhaps the most carefully maintained Animal Care process 
is their diet plan. Animal Care ensures that each animal only gets 
the freshest and most high-quality ingredients, with their vegetables, 
fruits, meats, and other meals held to restaurant-quality standards. 

Animal Care staff, including our veterinary staff, also keeps an eye 
on each animal’s health. They are given regular checkups using 
state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment, and when needed, given 
prompt medical treatment.

Left: Senior Aviculturist, Lauren Attaway, bonds with Xena, our Linnaeus’ 
two-toed sloth.

A N I M A L  C A R E 
R I S E S  T O  T H E 
C H A L L E N G E
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Second Chances is our wildlife 
rehabilitation program that 
rescues and cares for sick, injured, 
or orphaned shorebirds, raptors, 
sea turtles, and marine mammals.

This valuable community service continues to expand 
with state-of-the-art equipment and highly-trained 
staff. 

Second Chances had yet another successful year, 
treating and releasing more injured and ill shorebirds 
and raptors than the year before. In 2016, Second 
Chances treated 346 birds, 88 more than in 2015, 
and released 125 birds back into their natural habitat. 
Concerned citizens brought in many of the program’s 
patients, but thanks to an increase in staff, Second 
Chances was also able to personally go out to rescue 
113 birds themselves. 

Laura Martinelli, Manager of Wildlife Rehabilitation in 
2016, said the year was full of success stories, but one 
that stands out for her is the release of a large clutch 

of black-bellied whistling ducks at Oso Bay Wetlands 
Preserve. The event pushed Second Chances’ 
release numbers for 2016 past 100, breaking their 
previous record of 86 releases in a calendar year.  “It 
was a huge milestone, the birds looked great, and 
we got to partner with another local conservation 
group in the area,” said Martinelli. “I would say that it 
was a win-win-win for all parties involved.”

Second Chances also closed out 2016 with the 
release of three brown pelicans at Padre Island 
National Seashore, partnering with park officials 
on the release. The pelicans were picked up by 
Second Chances staff in the Corpus Christi area after 
becoming entangled in fishing line and tackle. 

As the Aquarium expands with Caribbean Journey, the 
Second Chances program will have more resources to 
rescue, rehabilitate, and release injured wildlife. 

G I V I N G 
“ S E C O N D  C H A N C E S ” 
T O  O V E R  1 0 0  A N I M A L S
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In 2016, Second Chances treated 346 birds, 88 more than in 2015, and 
released 125 birds back into their natural habitat. 
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G R E E N  I N I T I AT I V E S

In 2016, significant headway was made in the Texas State Aquarium’s commitment to environmental 
sustainability. In addition to hosting conservation-focused events throughout the year, three major new 
green initiatives were implemented:
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C O N T I N U E D  S AY I N G  “ S AY O N A R A ! ”  T O 
S I N G L E - U S E  P L A S T I C S
The Aquarium continued phasing out single-use 
plastics enacting several eco-smart swaps. Beverages 
in aluminum cans replaced those packaged in 
plastic bottles previously offered in our restaurant and 
café, and our gift shop discontinued its use of plastic 
bags, opting for environmentally-friendly paper and 
reusable cloth bags instead.

P R O C L A I M E D  B O X E D  W AT E R  I S  B ET T E R
Party for the Planet, an annual event celebrated 
nationwide by members of the Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums, kicked off locally this year with the 
Aquarium’s announcement of its shift to serving boxed 
water. Boxed water is 100% recyclable and 100% BPA 
free– a sign of our commitment to reducing waste 
and minimizing plastic pollution in our ocean.

B O O S T E D  R E C Y C L I N G  R E A C H
The Aquarium made the switch from “plastic only” 
recycling bins to new receptacles outfitted for single-
stream collection. The switch makes recycling easier 
for guests, employees and volunteers by eliminating 
the need to manually separate recyclable materials.

C O N S E R V AT I O N 
M E T  H A N D S - O N  F U N 
D U R I N G  T H E S E
S P E C I A L  E V E N T S :

•	 Adopt-A-Beach

•	 Endangered Species Day

•	 International Save the 

Vaquita Day

•	 Green Halloween

•	 Party for the Planet

•	 Seafood Wars 

•	 World Oceans Day

•	 World Wetlands Day



In 2016, the Aquarium continued to awe and entertain after-hours 
guests attending private events held in the Aquarium’s unique 
scenic event spaces. These events not only help support our 
conservation and education programs, they bolster our reputation 
as a cultural hub and gathering space for members of the 
community to connect with each other.  

2016 events included:

A Q U A R I U M  A F T E R - H O U R
A N D  P R I V AT E  E V E N T S

9,598

1,753

1,841

40

60

74 PRIVATE 
EVENTS HOSTED

EVENT 
GUESTS

BIRTHDAY PARTY
ATTENDEES

OVERNIGHT
CAMP-IN ATTENDEES

OVERNIGHT
CAMP-INS HOSTED

BIRTHDAY PARTIES

HOSTED
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D O L L A R  D AY S
Thanks to the generous support of our corporate partners—H-E-B, NavyArmy Community 
Credit Union and Whataburger—the Aquarium hosted three Dollar Days in 2016. Our 
partners’ support allowed us to provide the Aquarium experience to over 31,000 guests 
from across the state who might otherwise not be able to visit.

 
C O M M U N I T Y  D O N AT I O N S
The Aquarium was pleased to donate hundreds of tickets and memberships to 250 
deserving non-profits in support of their fundraising efforts to further their missions.

E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T
While the Aquarium continued to serve as a place where thousands came to discover 
ocean life, it also played a pivotal role outside its walls, contributing to local wildlife 
conservation efforts and the Coastal Bend community. In 2016, the Texas State 
Aquarium provided a tremendous economic boost to the Corpus Christi area, with an 
estimated annual impact of nearly $50 million. The Aquarium also supported nearly 800 
area jobs with almost $15 million in salaries and contributed more than $4 million for 
local taxing districts.

C O M M U N I T Y  C O N T R I B U T I O N S

In 2016, over 31,000 guests experienced the Aquarium during 
Dollar Days.

TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM         13                



24%

5%
5% 3% 1%

62%

14  	 TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM

F u n d r a i s i n g  I n c o m e * 	

Campaign Caribbean		  $2,349,092 

Donations, Grants & Special Events	 $1,309,173 

Total Fundraising Income		  $3,658,265

O p e r a t i n g  E x p e n s e s * * 	

Salaries & Benefits		  $6,667,927 

Aquarium Operations	 $2,564,429 

Advertising			   $572,836

Cost of Goods Sold		 $571,066 

Major Repairs/Equipment	 $254,013 

Accrued Interest		  $  98,071

Total Operating Expenses	 $10,728,342 

Net Income 			       $ 835,343

O p e r a t i n g  R e v e n u e * 	

General Admission		  $6,556,025 

Retail Programs		  $2,117,070 

Visitor Programs		  $1,964,829 

Enterprise Programs	 $   925,761 

Total Operating Revenues	 $11,563,685

F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y  2 0 1 6

57%18%

17%

8%

36%

64%

A t t e n d a n c e 		   5 0 9 , 3 5 8

*Unaudited
** Does not include depreciation expense
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GUEST SERVICES 
VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR: 
Tom Sullivan
Tom, a 26-year veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force, has 
volunteered since 2015. He 
has donated almost 300 
hours of his time, primarily 
as a Naturalist– engaging 
guests with wildlife as they 
explore exhibits. 

ANIMAL CARE/
DIVE VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR: 
Brenda Tuxhorn
Quietly working behind-the-
scenes, Brenda has cared 
for hundreds of animals as 
a volunteer with WildFlight 
and Second Chances since 
2001. She has graciously 
donated over 5,954 hours of 
her time.

ADMINISTRATIVE 
VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR: 

Barbara Stever
As one of our charter 
volunteers, Barbara is part 
of a group that starting 
volunteering before the 
Aquarium opened. Over 
the last 25 plus years, she 
has donated over 3,670 
hours of her time!

RETURNING 
AQUATEEN 
OF THE YEAR: 

Kendall Messer 
Kendall has donated over 
1,015 hours of her time as a 
fourth-year AquaTeen. She 
enjoys manning the tattoo 
booth and helping Second 
Chances staff. 

NEW 
AQUATEEN 
OF THE YEAR:

Ryan Silver
Ryan has volunteered since 
2016 and has over 143 hours 
of volunteer time. Ryan is 
going into his second year 
as an AquaTeen and is 
also a member of the Teen 
Science Café Leadership 
Team. 

V O L U N T E E R S
Much of the Texas State Aquarium’s success is credited to a group of 
incredibly special members of the Aquarium family– our volunteers. 
Ranging in age from 12 to 90 years old, these dedicated folks join in 
our mission by donating their time and talents both on the front lines 
and behind-the-scenes in all corners of the Aquarium. In 2016, a total of 

446 individual and group volunteers (169 of those being “actives” who 
volunteer on a consistent basis throughout the year) accounted for more 
than 31,200 hours. This represents a 26% increase in hours from 2015 and 
equates to more than $304,230 in value!



L E A V E  A  L A S T I N G  L E G A C Y 
T O  T H E  T E X A S  S T AT E  A Q U A R I U M …
 

The Nautilus Society honors those individuals who 
leave a legacy gift to the Texas State Aquarium to 
endow the future of the Aquarium.  By becoming 
a member of the Nautilus Society, you will provide 
lasting resources that will ensure the Aquarium 
remains a Texas star for generations to come, while 
also addressing your financial goals.
 
For more information on leaving a legacy gift to 
the Texas State Aquarium, contact Courtney Cook 
McLain at 361.881.1255.



S H E R R Y  A N D  C H A R L E S  K O L B ,  D D S

Family and community are the most important things in the world for Dr. 
Charles (Chuck) Kolb and his wife, Sherry. Their steadfast commitment 
to both has always been evident in their successful careers, their happy 
home lives, and their decision to support the Texas State Aquarium.

The Kolbs have deep roots in Texas, where their families have long 
been active members of the community and part of the local history. 
Chuck’s family has been in Texas for more than a century, having 
moved to Sinton, Texas in 1906. Chuck was born and raised in Sinton, 
just a short drive from Corpus Christi, while Sherry was raised in the Texas 
Panhandle. The couple now resides in Portland. “We’ve always been 
civic-minded,” said Sherry, a quality she credits her father with instilling 
in her. 

The Kolbs’ community and family values shine through even in their 
careers.  Dr. Kolb has been a dentist in Taft, Texas since 1970, and now 
practices with his children, Dr. Jonathan Kolb and Dr. LeAnn Kolb-Snod. 
Sherry also has a dental background as a Past President of the Alliance 
to the Texas Dental Association. Together, the Kolb family has been 
bringing smiles to their community for years.

While two generations of the Kolb family share the same profession and 
workspace, their strongest bond is through the grandchildren, Nathan, 
Emily, Madison, Chaz, and Turner. It’s now a family tradition for Chuck 
and Sherry to pick up the kids from school on Fridays and go straight 
to the Aquarium. “They just get so excited,” laughs Sherry. “The very 
youngest – he wants to touch and feel everything.” They’ve also taken 
their grandchildren to the H-E-B Splash Park and the Aquarium summer 
program, SeaCamp. 

The Kolbs’ support is yet another sign of their lifelong commitment to 
family and community. Through their generous contributions, the Kolbs 
are helping the Aquarium continue to be a place where countless 
other families can come to learn, discover and bond together.  

D O N O R  P R O F I L E :
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C A M P A I G N  C A R I B B E A N

$8,000,000 and Up
Tom and Cora Keeler Estate 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

$3,000,000 - $7,999,999
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
H-E-B 

$1,000,000 - $2,999,999
Cheniere Energy
Ed Rachal Foundation
Flint Hills Resources, LP
The Greehey Family Foundation 
Donald Seberg Family Trust 
Josephine I. Seberg Estate 
Whataburger/The Dobson Family
Anonymous

$500,000 - $999,999
American Electric Power Foundation 	
Louise G. & John O. Chapman, Jr. 
Earl C. Sams Foundation, Inc. 	
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy 

Memorial Foundation 
Valero Energy Corporation

$250,000 - $499,999
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust	
Lisa & John Dorn 
Phyllis & George Finley,
    In Memory of Dr. George A. “Buck” Finley, IV 
Fulton Construction/Coastcon
Holt Companies	
Larry & Pat McNeil Foundation 
Estate of Rosemarie L. Schwarzer 	
Deneece & Wayne Squires 
Estate of Dean Walker Vorhes 	

$100,000 - $249,999
Lana & Barry Andrews	
American Bank 
Mary & Charles Campbell 	
Event Network 
The Fondren Foundation	
Samantha & Dos Gates 

George & Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation 	

Sherry & Charles Kolb, DDS
Carroll Patton Matthews	
Pepsi Cola Bottling Company-Corpus Christi
Keleigh & Stuart Sasser 	
Celika Strom 
Larry & Karen Urban	

$50,000 - $99,999
Gloria & Edward Hicks/

Susan & Charles Hicks 	
Maureen Miller 
J. Ted Oakley 	
Omni Hotels & Resorts 
Clayton & Billie Poenisch	
Prichard Family Foundation
Marsha & Gregg Robertson 	
Kim & Tom Schmid 
Mike Shaw Toyota/

Mike Shaw Toyota Kia	
Catherine & Sam L. Susser 
Anonymous
	
$25,000 - $49,999
Peggy & Avinash Ahuja 	
Braselton Homes &

The Braselton Family 
Julie Buckley 	
Lualhati S. Flynn 
Dr. Robert & Gloria Furgason 	
The Gentry Company Family 

In Memory of Hoyte Gentry
Darryl & Teresa Haas 	
Kim & Matt Hammer 
Ken & Laurel Herring 	
Gaylord & Sue Hoyt
Edward A. Martin 	
Lou Adele & Bob May 
Lucy & Dick McCracken 	
Patty & Hank Nuss 
Mamie & Alan Stoner 	
Steve, Colleen & Anne Sullivan 

In Memory of Janis Y. Sullivan 

The Albert & Ethel Herzstein 
Charitable Foundation	

ValueBank Texas

$10,000 - $24,999
John & Myriam Bell 
Dr. Ruby Payne & Thornton
    Hardie Bowman IV	
Patsy & Garnett Brooks
Debbie & Darrell Coleman 	
Bill & Peggy Clark 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Cone 	
Mary Jane & Carl E. Crull 
Martha & Charles DeCou	
Elinor & Ben Donnell 
Dugan Eye Institute 

In Memory of Susie Dugan 	
Richard Durham 
Ann & David Engel 	
Starr & Julio Flores 
Frost Bank-San Antonio/

Kelley & Pat Frost 	
Golden Rule Foundation 
The Gottlich Family 	
Susan Hutchinson 
Lee Jordan 	
Kennedy Sutherland LLP 
Pam & Richard Leshin	
Marybeth & Bill Maxwell 
Pat and Jay McDonough	
Estate of Vera S. McGonigle 
Linda & Robert Pate 	
Jyoti & Rakesh “Rick” Patel
Laurie & Phillip Plant 
Rene & Frank Scanio III 	
Yvonne H. Simard Foundation 

In Memory of  Yvonne H. Simard 
Martha & Morgan Spear	
Stripes Convenience Stores
Sergio & Denise Tavares 	
Strake Foundation 
Sylvia & Mark Whitmore 	
Art & Carol Zeitler

Campaign Caribbean, the capital campaign raising funds for the Caribbean Journey expansion project, continues to receive 
great philanthropic support from generous individuals, foundations, corporations and organizations.   At the end of 2016, 
Campaign Caribbean stood at over $47.4 million.  We are sincerely appreciative to all those who have joined with us to make 
Caribbean Journey possible. 
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$5,000 - $9,999
Nan & Allen Borden 	
Chris & Robert Adler 
Phyllis Allen 	
Behmann Brothers Foundation 
Blanche Davis Moore Foundation	
Lamar L. Brooks
Tom C. Brookshire	
Chuck & Jan Clark 
Ann & David Coover	
Nancy & Steve DeSutter 
Laura & John Fischer 	
Cherry & Hix Green 
Judith & David Hawley 	
Don & LuAnn Kingsbury
Captain & Mrs. Faris A. Kirkland 	
Dr. & Mrs. Barry McBurnett
Paula, Patrick, & Larry McKinney 	
Courtney Cook McLain 
Crystal Mead	
Larry D. Meyers 
Josh & Kim Poorman 	
Veena & Vishnu Reddy
Alice H. Sallee 	
Mary & Walt Schumacher 
Nathan & Blaire Taggart 	
Cheryl & Bill Whitworth

$1,000 - $4,999
Joe & Kathy Adame	
Nicole Andrade	
Bacon Lee & Associates
Paul Baria 

In Memory of Bettye & Joe Baria	
Suzy & Murray Bass	
Sarah Bethel
John & Michele Bond 	
Mike & Cindy Boudloche	
The Brenner Family 
Katherine & David Conoly 	
Janet & John Cram	
Raymond Davis
Becky & Marty Davis 	
Sam & Buck Durham	
John & Elizabeth Galloway 
Berta & Eddie Garcia 	
Lynn & Giles Giddings 	
Emma & Jesse Gilbert 
Natalie & David Gonzalez	
Stacey & Rob Hall 	

Ticia & Martin Hanisch 
Amy & Aaron Harvey	
Marion & John Heldenfels 	
Joe & Shirley Holt 
Bruce & Gail Hoffman 	
David & Allison Hutchens 	
Shelly & Bruce Jacobson 
Jody & Fred Jennings 	
Susan & Stephen Karp	
Rocky & Susan Kettering
Judy & Fred Long 	
Cynthia & Wayne Lundquist	
Kay Powers Mantor 
Dr. & Mrs. Claude McLelland 	
Mark & Joyce Meyer 	
Josephine Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. George Morrill II 	
Leslie Peart	
Joyce & Richard Penland 
County Commissioner Mike Pusley 	
Dr. & Mrs. Dale W. Rasco	
Adriana & Marcial Reza
Trisha & Dan Richter 	
Alexandra Rivas	
Gregg & Marsha Robertson
Kelly Rouillard	
Michael & Christina Sasser 	
Carol & Mark Scott
Sloan Wealth Management	
G.W. & Elaine Speer 	
Karl & Jan Stein 
Barbara Anne & Kenneth Stephens	
Sandra & Blair Sterba-Boatwright
Robert Suggs & Russell Moody	
Jennifer & James Vela
Ann & Jeff Vlach	
Debi & Gordon Welch 	
Robert & Sandy Wheeler
Dr. and Mrs. Mark S. Wilson 	
Anonymous	

$500 - $999
Hope & Ramiro Andrade	
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Bishop 
James & Margie Brooks 	
Sara & Allen Dunn 
Elinor Jean Slinkard Memorial 	
Richard Glover, Jr. & Vernon Renegar, Jr.
Braeden Comp, Ava Comp, 

& Beth James 	

Erin Kane
Fred & Jessica Kasiri 	
Dr. Flavius & Kathy Killebrew
David & Inez Martinez	
Yolanda Tanguma	
Veronica Thompson
Lucy & Marion Williams 	
Cheryl & Mark Wolfe
Judy & Ronnie Woodsen 	
Kerry J. Yancy, M.D.
Anonymous	

$1-$499
Karl & Shirley Ahlers	
Cindi A. Alaniz
Laura Amerine	
Antiques & Flowers Garden Club 	
Luckie Arevalo
Alexis Arriaga	  
Jerry Arreola	
Lauren Attaway
Lauren Ayala	
Clair Baker 	
Renai Baker
Lucy Balthrop	
Reyna Banda	
Alyssa M. Barrett
Jordin Beeman	
Kay & Keith Bethel	
Robert Bidwell
Tara Blaise	
Bethany Black	
Casey Blake
Andrea Bogle	
Andrea Bolt	
Josh Boomer
Chelsea Bosworth	
Autumn Bosze	
Jeremy Bradshaw 
Julie Brandon	
Dani Breitenbucher 

& Peggy Chipman	
Valerie & Leon Burns
Dennis Burke	
Olivia Burnes	
Rachel Cabrera
Lyia & Rafael Calderon	
Rebekah Cantu	
Selena Cantu
Michael Carman	

Jessie Castanier	
Tiffany Castro
Genesis Castillo-Torres	
Alexis Chapa	
Clarivel A. Chavez
Rebekah Cieslik	
Christopher Clark	
Amanda & Marvin Cloud
Freddie Cloud	
Javier Corral	
John & Kelly Cole
Taylor Cook	
Eliot Covington	
Madalyn Cox
Lisa & Ron Davidson	
Holley Day	
Josette Delgado
Alyssa Deleon	
Paula & Rick Dodd 	
Tassie & Ryan Dreier
Rob Durham	
Laura Edelstein	
Deborah Edwards
James Emerson	
Holly & Greg Emery 	
Marissa & John Esquivel
Adrianna Escamilla	
Kristin Evans	
Theodora Falcon
Suzanne & Gary Fisher 	  
Jena Floyd	
Tammy Flores
Jessica & Richard Frankenberger	  
Lorraine Franco	  
Allison Fulton
Frank Funke	
Julie & Chuck Galbraith	
Bob & Bridget Gayle
Jeanne Goodhew 	
Julie Gonzales	
Brandon Gossett
Rosanna & Edwin Gossett	
Chris Gowanlock	
James Green
Merritt Grusecki	
Sonia Guzman	
Christina & Ricardo Guzman
Jeannie Hayden	
Richard Hafemeister	
Kara Hahn
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Lisa Harvey	
Samantha Hardin	
Sean Hardegree
Rebeca A. Harris	
Kyle Hascall	
Samuel & Kathy Haywood
Autumn Henry	
Francisco Hernandez	
Nicholas Herrera
Allison Hilliard	
Andrea Hinojosa	
Debra Hoekel
Katie Howard	
Dollie & Tom Hunt 	
Ronald Holiday 
Katie & Luke Iverson	
Diana Ixtlamati Nava	
Suraida Nanez-James & 

Jason James
Adam Jasso	
Brittany Jensen	
Kelly Johnson
Seth Johnson	
Caleb Johnson	
Anna & Dewey Jones
Donny Kasiri	
Christopher Keating	
Holly Keith
BJ & Mike Kershaw	
Patrick Kierst	
Roxanne Kierst
Melanie Kudra	
Cassie Kuklinski	
Phyllis & David Lannick 
Allison Larsen	
Brittney Laurel	
Ester Lazo
Trina & Roger Letourneau	
Douglas E. Lewis	
Alexandra Little
Kevin Locke	
David Locke	
Sierra L. Longlois
Analilia Lopez	
Roslyn Lott	
Connie Luna
Jason T. Masur	
Wyatt Maglothin	
Lauren Maline
Hazel & Nick Manjarris	

Laura Martinelli	
Glenda Martinez & 

Joe Sandoval
Caitlyn Martinez	
Amanda Matlock	
Seamus McAfee
Kelsey McFarland	
McKinley McIntyre	
Sean McLaughlin
Jeff Melkoski	
Jim & Sandy Mecom	
Sarah &  Jason Merry
Jody Messer	
Katherine Messer	
Anthony Meyer
Roxie Miller	  
Mario Moreno	
Janie Moreno-Cleland
Andrea & Bryan Mounce	
Steffani Munoz	
Donna & George Munroe 
Anna Murphy	
Stacey Murray	
Kristin Myers
Debbie & David Neipert 	
Lyndsay Newton	
Cyndi & Ken Newton
NSIDE Coastal Bend 

Magazine 	  
Brittney O’Connor	
Elizabeth & Blake O’Lavin 
Stephanie & Ruben Ortiz	
Sasha & Michael Orman	
Carina Oseguera
Belinda Osuna	
Chelsea R. Owens	
Marcus A. Pacheco
Gregory Padia	
Ruben R. Palacios	
Caroline Parker
Deanna Peacock	
Betty P. Pedraza	
Mathew Pena
Lindsey Pfeiffer	
Shelbie Phillips	
Nancy Pinkerton
Mary Pokorny	
Kathy & Richard Porter 	  
Matthew B. Porter
Terri Povec	

Dudley Prewitt	
Samantha Pretorius
Veronica & Ricardo Ramos	
Katelyn Redding	
Ruth M. Reid
Thomas C. Riddle	
Dylan C. Rios	
Stephanie Rivera
Ms. Erika Rivera	
Julia Roberts	
Rodolfo Rodriguez, Jr.
Ignacio Rodriguez	 
Nicolas Rodriguez	
Anabel Roeder
Richard Rowe
Lisa Ruiz	
Katryna Sanchez	
Jacob Sanchez
Guillermo Saravia	
Monica Saucedo	
Terry & Theresa Scriber
Emily & Justin Sefcik	
Linda Shirey 	
Winifred Shrum
Kelley Shutt	
Randy Slayton	
Kellie & Andrew Smith
Lynn Smith	
Nicie Smith	
Alma Soyos
Sarah Spencer	
Victoria Stever	
Dr. David Stelling
Barbara & Rex Stever 	
Allison Stewart	
Lauren Stolarz
Bethany Summers	
Sean Sutherland	
Hannah Swillinger
Ellen & Tom Tarver	
Ryan Taylor
Amanda Taylor	
Abigail Thau	
Kelsey Thomas
Jan & Bill Thornton	
Sarah Tilton
Norma Trevino	
Ethel Frese	
Brenda & Ross Tuxhorn 
Elizabeth Valdez	

Imelda Villarreal	
Carrie Virga
Jillian Voss	
Ashley Warrington	
Royce Wells
Tammy & Michael Wenzel	
Tom C. Wheat 	
Anna Whisenhunt
Arras Wiedorn	
Lauren G. Wilson	
Shirley & Kenneth Windhorst
Gabriela L. Zamora	
Sarah Zigmond	
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$30,000 
Whataburger

Dolphin Bay Sponsor

$20,000
Flint Hills Resources, L.P. 
H-E-B Grocery Company 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. 
Port of Corpus Christi 
Valero Energy Corporation 

$15,000
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Corpus Christi Hooks
London Broadcasting, Inc.
Stripes Convenience Stores

$10,000 +
AEP Texas
Bay Ltd., A BERRY Company
Navy Army Community Credit Union

$5,000
Corpus Christi Regional Economic 

Development  Corporation

Green Mountain Energy Company
Orion Drilling Company, LLC
The Bend Magazine

$2,500
Frost Bank
Gentry Company
Pattern Gulf Wind, LLC
Devary Durrill Foundation
Republic Services

$1,250
American Bank
Corpus Christi General and 

Implant Dentistry
First Community Bank, N.A.
NuStar Energy, L.P.
Occidental Chemical Corporation
Quadrant Productions
Smallcakes: a Cupcakery
United Corpus Christi Chamber 

of Commerce
ValueBank Texas

M i n i  G u l f  C l a s s i c  S p o n s o r s
$1,500+
American Bank
Borden Insurance
Mike Cotten’s BBQ
R & C Prine Photography 

$1,000 
Anonymous 
NavyArmy Community Credit Union
NuStar Energy, L.P.
Railroad Seafood Station
Rock Engineering and Testing 

Laboratory, Inc.

D O N O R S

R I S I N G  T I D E  S O C I E T Y 
Since 2012, this group has helped to further the mission of the Texas State Aquarium 
by serving as the next generation of Aquarium advocates among their peers and 
fundraising for Aquarium programs.

A Q U A R I U M  C O R P O R AT E  P A R T N E R S 
Aquarium Corporate Partners are a special group of donors who provide ongoing 
annual support for the Aquarium’s operations. Their generosity assists the Aquarium in 
achieving our mission by providing valuable and reliable funding that help offset the cost 
of a variety of needs such as purchasing food for animals and maintenance of exhibits. 
In return, these companies receive community exposure and enjoyable benefits for their 
employees and their families. 

The Post at Lamar Park
Representative Todd Hunter

$500 
Buckley & Associates, P.C
Elite Xpressions LLC
Michael Hunter

D o n o r s
Atelier Salon
Brewster Street Ice House
Bridge Creative Studio	
Charlie Wants A Burger	
Chick-Fil-A
Concrete Street Amphitheater	
Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau
Davis, Hutchinson & Wilkerson, L.L.P.	  
Francisco’s Salon De Belleza	
Frost Bank - Corpus Christi
Hamlin Pharmacy	
La Lisa Hernandez	
Hoegemeyer’s Barbeque Barn
House of Rock	
Jack C. Enterprises, Inc.
Janet’s Cakery	

MacDaddy’s Family Kitchen
Maggiano’s Little Italy	
Mira’s Sportswear
National CeneMedia - 

America’s Movie Network	
Nothing Bundt Cakes
On The Border Restaurant	
Palmilla Beach Golf Club
Port Royal Ocean Resort
Rita’s Italian Ice	
Rockit’s Whiskey Bar & Saloon	
Six Flags Fiesta Texas
Snoopy’s Pier, Inc.	
Sonic Drive-In
Sterling Air Service, LLC	
Tannins Wine Bar & Tapas
The Beach 96.5
The Grub Pub	
The Woodhouse Day Spa
Ticklebutton Jewels	
Tula Blue Designs
V Fit Training Center	
Vino Mio
Wind and Wave Water Sports	
Winery on the Bay
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A q u a r i u m  V i s i o n a r y

$1,000,000 and up
AEP Texas 
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Dobson Family & Whataburger 
Earl C. Sams Foundation, Inc. 
Ed Rachal Foundation 
Flint Hills Resources, L.P. 
The Greehey Family Foundation
Janet* & Edward* H. Harte
H-E-B
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Thomas & Cora Keeler Bequest
Josephine* & Donald* Seberg
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 

A q u a r i u m  A m b a s s a d o r

$500,000 to $999,999
Blanche Davis Moore Foundation 
Louise G. & John O.* Chapman, Jr. 
HOLT Companies

Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. & Helen C. Kleberg 
Foundation

The Kresge Foundation 
The Meadows Foundation
Occidental Chemical Corporation – Dallas
Port of Corpus Christi 
Valero Energy Corporation 
The Wortham Foundation 

A q u a r i u m  S t e w a r d

$250,000 to $499,999
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust 
Arney Foundation
Cheniere Energy
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program
D.D. Hachar Charitable Trust Fund
Education Service Center, Region 2
Fulton Construction/Coastcon Corporation
George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation
Gloria & Ed Hicks
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy 
Memorial Foundation
Estate of Katherine Ann Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Johnson & Family 

Bonnie Pereida*
Estate of Rosemarie L. Schwarzer
Deneece & Wayne Squires
Estate of Dean Walker Vorhes

A q u a r i u m  C o n s e r v a t o r 

$150,000 to $249,999
American Bank
Barry & Lana Andrews
Bettye* & Joe* Baria
Mary & Charles Campbell
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Lisa & John Dorn
James R. Dougherty, Jr. Foundation 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Junior League of Corpus Christi
Lou Adele & Bob May
Larry & Pat McNeil Foundation
Oceaneering International, Inc. 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of 

Corpus Christi
Prichard Family Foundation
Celika Storm 

A q u a r i u m  G u a r d i a n

$100,000 to $149,999
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Andrews Distributing Company 
Behmann Brothers Foundation
Marilyn & Thomas Billings
Caesar Kleberg Foundation for 

Wildlife Conservation
Dahlia McCord Carpenter*
Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Exxon Company USA
George & Phyllis Finley 
Foley’s Department Store
The Fondren Foundation
Samantha & Thomas Gates, Jr. 
Gaylord & Sue Hoyt
Institute of Museum and Library Services
London Broadcasting Company 
McMains & Constant Law Firm
NavyArmy Community Credit Union
Dennis O’Connor*

A Q U A  S O C I E T Y
The Texas State Aquarium AQUA Society was established in 2011 to honor the Aquarium’s 
most generous donors. Individuals, foundations, corporations and organizations who have 
supported the Aquarium with cumulative giving of $25,000 or more are recognized by this 
distinguished society. AQUA Society members have made a significant commitment to further 
the Texas State Aquarium’s mission of engaging people with animals, inspiring appreciation 
of our seas, and supporting wildlife conservation. We remain grateful for society members’ 
continued philanthropic support.

The 2016 AQUA recognition event concluded with the presentation of the Aquarium’s highest 
honor, the Golden Star Award, a distinction reserved for our most passionate and visionary 
supporters. Our 2016 recipient was Judy Hawley, past Board Chair and longtime ambassador 
and advocate for the Aquarium.

President and CEO, Tom Schmid, celebrates with Golden Star Award Honoree, Judy Hawley.



Bonnie Pereida*
Estate of Rosemarie L. Schwarzer
Deneece & Wayne Squires
Estate of Dean Walker Vorhes

A q u a r i u m  C o n s e r v a t o r 

$150,000 to $249,999
American Bank
Barry & Lana Andrews
Bettye* & Joe* Baria
Mary & Charles Campbell
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Lisa & John Dorn
James R. Dougherty, Jr. Foundation 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Junior League of Corpus Christi
Lou Adele & Bob May
Larry & Pat McNeil Foundation
Oceaneering International, Inc. 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of 

Corpus Christi
Prichard Family Foundation
Celika Storm 

A q u a r i u m  G u a r d i a n

$100,000 to $149,999
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Andrews Distributing Company 
Behmann Brothers Foundation
Marilyn & Thomas Billings
Caesar Kleberg Foundation for 

Wildlife Conservation
Dahlia McCord Carpenter*
Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Exxon Company USA
George & Phyllis Finley 
Foley’s Department Store
The Fondren Foundation
Samantha & Thomas Gates, Jr. 
Gaylord & Sue Hoyt
Institute of Museum and Library Services
London Broadcasting Company 
McMains & Constant Law Firm
NavyArmy Community Credit Union
Dennis O’Connor*

Orion Drilling Company, LLC
Saltwater-fisheries Enhancement 

Association
Keleigh & Stuart Sasser
Strake Foundation
Catherine & Sam L. Susser 
Tetra Second Nature
Karen & Larry Urban
ValueBank Texas 

A q u a r i u m  F e l l o w 

$50,000 to $99,999
Alcoa Foundation 
Bank of America
Basic Industries of South Texas, Ltd.
Bay Ltd., A BERRY Company 
Coastal Conservation Association – Texas
Charity League, Inc. 
Peggy & Bill Clark 
Corpus Christi Exploration Company 

Foundation 
Judy & John Creveling 
Virginia* & Randy* Cutlip 
Martha & Charles DeCou 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Fischer Foundation Inc. 
Lualhati Flynn
Frost 
Global Giving Foundation -Pepsi Refresh 

Project 
Golden Banner Press, Inc. 
Green Mountain Energy – Sun Club
Herndon Plant Oakley, Ltd. 
IBC Bank
The Joan and Herb Kelleher Charitable

Foundation
Lee Jordan 
May D. King* 
Carole & Ed Martin
Carroll Patton Matthews
William B.* & Maureen Miller
NationsBank 
Patty & Henry Nuss
J. Ted Oakley 
Omni Hotels & Resorts
Prosperity Bank
Reliant, an NRG Company 
Marsha & Gregg Robertson 
Kim & Tom Schmid 

Scripps Howard Foundation 
Synder & Associates 
State Farm Youth Advisory Board
Stripes Convenience Stores
Denise & Sergio Tavares 
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi 
Estate of Margaret Turnbull*
United Airlines 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

A q u a r i u m  P a t r o n 

$25,000 to $49,999
AG|CM Inc. 
Peggy & Avinash Ahuja 
Dan Alfaro & Associates 
Helen & R.C. Allen
Allen Samuels Chevrolet 
Arco Foundation
BBVA Compass
Beaumont Foundation of America
John Boman 
Borden Insurance 
Billie & William* Carl 
Rita & William P.* Clements
Copeland’s Inc. 
Corpus Christi Hooks Baseball Club 
Elinor & Ben Donnell 
Jan & Jerry Dorsey 
Ann & David Engel
Ferrell/Brown & Associates, Inc. – Architects 
Maxine & Lucien* Flournoy
Frances & Joe R. Fulton
Gloria & Robert Furgason 
Gentry Company 
Teresa & Darryl Haas 
Paul & Mary Haas Foundation
Diana & Harry W. Hamilton Foundation 
Joni & Nick Harrel
Albert and Ethel Herzstein Charitable

Foundation  
Susan & Charlie Hicks
Hillcrest Foundation 
John C. Holmgreen, Jr. 
Susan Hutchinson & Owen Hopkins*
Hygeia Foundation 
Corpus Christi Produce Company, Inc. 
Lady Bird Johnson* 
Lynda & Harris Kaffie 
Kellogg Foundation 
Betty Kemp 

Florence* & Richard* King, III
Dr. Charles Kolb & Sherry Kolb
Laredo Independent School District 
Barbara & Joe A. Lewis 
Marybeth & Bill Maxwell
Lucy & Dick McCracken 
Julie & Michael McNeil 
Crystal & Rick* Mead 
Mike Shaw Toyota / Mike Shaw KIA
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation 
Karen & Michael* O’Connor 
Outback Steakhouse 
Padre Staples Mall 
Marjorie D. Parks* 
Robert J. Patterson 
Joan* & Bernard Paulson 
Beverly & Paul* Pearson 
Carolyn & Daniel Pedrotti & Family 
Holand Peterson 
Billie & Clayton Poenisch
Lev* & Ella Prichard III
Quadrant Productions 
Republic National Distributing Company 
Sam Kane Beef Processors, Inc. 
Rene & Frank Scanio III 
T.S.* & Virgie C.* Scibienski
Barbara* & Jerome Silverman
Yvonne H. Simard Foundation, Inc. 
Jenny & Philip Skrobarczyk
William K. Synder 
Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation 
Daryl & George Tanner
Betty & Tom* Terrey 
Texas General Land Office 

TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Co. 
Time Warner Cable 
TOR Minerals International, Inc. 
TXU Energy Corporation 
Welder Leshin, L.L.P. 
Patsy & C.C.* Winn
Arthur & Carol Ann Zeitler

Reflects cumulative gifts received through 
August 31, 2016.
Bolded names reflect new and advancing 
members. 
*Deceased
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B E A C H  B A L L

P r e s e n t i n g  S p o n s o r 
Andrews Distributing Company 

P l a t i n u m  S p o n s o r 
South Texas Money Management

G o l d  S p o n s o r s
Butler Signature Events 
Fulton/Coastcon Construction 
H-E-B 
KIII-TV
Republic National Distributing Company 
Sam Kane Beefmasters 
Whataburger

S i l v e r  S p o n s o r s 
Bay Ltd. 
Mary & Charles Campbell 
CEMROCK Landscapes, Inc. 
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Civil & Structural Concrete 
Corpus Christi Caller Times 
The Devary Durrill Foundation 
Flint Hills Resources 
FSG Facility Solutions Group 
Gentry Company 
Labatt Food Services 
Majek Tile & Marble, Inc. 
Orion Drilling Company, LLC 
Oxbow Advisors 
Reliant, an NRG Company 
Kim & Tom Schmid 
Synder & Associates 
Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi

B r o n z e  S p o n s o r s
Allison Flooring 
American Bank 

Borden Insurance 
C.C. Disposal Services, Inc. 
Cheniere Energy, Inc. 
Coastal A.D.S., Inc. 
Convergent Broadcasting 
Corpus Christi Builders Association 
LTC Henry Frank Fey 
First Community Bank 
Frost Bank 
Samantha & Dos Gates 
Emma & Jesse Gilbert 
Zoe & Mark Gottlich 
Dr. Charles Gregory 
Haeber Roofing Company 
Harte Research Institute 
Jean’s Restaurant Supply 
The John G. & Marie Stella 

Kenedy Memorial Foundation 
Lady Lex Museum 
Douglas Lewis 
M&G Resins 
MK Marlow Company, LLC 
Navy Army Community Credit Union 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 
Port of Corpus Christi 
Rock Engineering & Testing Lab, Inc. 
Ron Hoover RV 
Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, LLP
Phillip Skrobarczyk
Thyssenkrupp Elevator Corporation 
Karen & Larry Urban
Valero Energy Corporation 
Wood, Boykin & Wolter, P.C.

G e n e r o u s  C o n t r i b u t o r s 
Aguilar Forming Rebar Construction, Inc. 
Carol Albrecht & My Coastal Home 
American Terrazzo Co., LTD
Armstrong Lumber 

Ben E. Keith Foods
Berger Engineering, Inc. 
Buckley & Associates, P.C. 
Kathryn Childers 
Dugan Eye Institute 
Ferrell/Brown & Associates, Inc. 
Diane & Thomas A. Gates 
Gill Landscape Nursery, Inc. 
Haley-Greer, Inc. 
Frankie Hicks
Hicks Family of Dealerships 
Wes Hoskins
Omni Hotels & Resorts 
Oso Growers, Inc. 
Rudy’s Country Store & BBQ 
Denise & Sergio Tavares

I n d i v i d u a l  T i c k e t  P u r c h a s e r s 
Phyllis Allen 
Julie & Tim Applegate 
Marisol & Richard Arispe 
Axiom Retail Energy 
Tara & Tree Baker 
Patsy Trapp & John Boman 
Michelle Braselton 
Elinor & Ben Donnell 
Buck Durham 
Amy & Joe Gazin 
A.C. & Clydell Gilmore 
Robert Graham 
Angela Gutierrez
Melanie Hauglum 
James Haynes 
Shirley & Joe Holt 
Cecil Johnson 
Ronald Ferdinand Koepp
Nelda Martinez 
Janis & Trudy Mayer 
Mary Ann & John McGregor 

Mission Restaurant Supply 
Kathy & Eddie Molphus 
Vernon Renegar 
Juju & James Robinson 
Ann Rodriguez 
Lisa Roland 
Martha & Morgan Spear
Samantha & Tony Stemplinger 
James Vela 
Orlando Vela 
Hector Villarreal 
Julie Wendl	
 
A u c t i o n  D o n o r s 
Adolfo Salon 
Air & Filters 
Allison Flooring 
Almost Home Pet Services 
Andrews Distributing Company 
Anthony’s Aveda Concept Salon & Day Spa 
Aransas Queen 
Armadillo Enterprises, LLC
Ascuba Venture, Inc. 
The Barre Fitness Studio 
Bellino’s Ristorante Italiano
Emily Bissell¬
Black Diamond Oyster Bar 
Black Marlin Bar & Grill 
Blackbeard’s Restaurants
Bleu Frog Mercantile 
Blossom Shop 
Blue Crab 
BotaniCo Indoor Gardening Store 
Brinca! An Inflatable Fun Zone 
Bruno’s Bath House 
Budget Blinds 
Butler Signature Events 
Camille’s Original Jewelry Design 
Campbell Charters 

On May 14, 2016, the Texas State Aquarium hosted its 10th successful Beach Ball gala, 
presented by returning sponsor, Andrews Distributing Company. To celebrate the Caribbean 
Journey expansion project, a “Caribbean Carnivale” theme was woven throughout the 
evening. Guests enjoyed the tropical flair of colorfully-costumed conga dancers, live steel 
drum musicians, and a Caribbean-inspired dining experience. The event concluded with a 
rousing performance by the Surf City All-Stars featuring original Beach Boy David Marks and 
Dean Torrence of Jan & Dean.

Co-Chaired by Deenece Squires and Charmayne Persall, proceeds from Beach Ball 2016 
benefitted Campaign Caribbean. Support garnered from a special appeal assisted the 
Aquarium’s Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Program. Thank you to all of our Beach 
Ball sponsors, donors, attendees and committee members for another memorable event!

D O N O R S



Casa De Oro Jewelers 
Citrus Solutions Carpet Cleaning Process 
Coldwell Banker Meyers-Gallagher 
Cookies by Design 
Corpus Christi Country Club 
Corpus Christi Hooks 
Corpus Christi Museum of Science & History 
Crossroads Yoga Center 
Drunkin’ Noodles
The Dry Bar 
Biby Dykema
Forever Art Tattoo
Four Chicks in the Park 
The Frame Up 
Funtrackers 
Gatherings 
Goosefeathers 
Roberta “Bo” Granberry 
Grimaldi’s Pizzeria 
Groomer’s Seafood
Hair Salon Bar @ Merle Norman’s 
Hanley Wood Fine Gifts 
Harbor Playhouse 
Harrison’s Landing 
Harte Research Institute 
Hester’s Café & Coffee Bar 
Holiday Inn North Padre Island Drive 
Hollon Safe 
Hose of South Texas 
Hu-Dat Noodle House 
Hurricane Alley 
Island Day Spa 
James Avery 

Johnny Carino’s 
Julian Gold 
L&RK
La Barataria Restaurant & Wine Bar 
Laguna Reef Restaurant 
Lisabella’s Bistro & Bar 
Rosana Barton & Roland Lopez 
Lovely Nails 
M.G. Building Materials 
Bennet Maddox 
Magic Emporium, LLC
Mail Center USA 
Majek Essentials, LLC
Deborah Males 
Robert W. Maxwell, Jr. 
Lou Adele & Bob May 
Moody’s Quality Meats 
Nolan’s Original Poorboys
NorthShore Country Club 
John Olvey 
Dr. Perry Orchard 
Oyshi Sushi by Sith 
Padre Isle Hair Salon 
Paradise Key & Dockside Bar 
PF Chang’s 
The Pilates Cottage 
Pirates of the Bay 
The Post at Lamar Park 
Print’s Charming 
Queen Nails & Spa
Radisson Hotel 
Red Dragon Pirate Cruises 
River Hills Country Club 

Rockport Gallery 
Rockport Tackle Town 
Sheila Rogers 
Romance Nails 
Rowdy Maui 
Sail Again 
Cindy Segrest
Senor Jaime’s Mexican Restaurant & 

Cantina 
Singer Sewing Center of South Texas 
Deneece & Wayne Squires
Stitch It! Embroidery & Screen Printing 
Swim Schools of Corpus Christi 
Taylor Center Deli 
Maj. Jason Towns 
Suzanne Trotter 
Tubbs of Flowers 
Turtle’s Nest 
V Fit Training Center 
VCA Oso Creek Animal Hospital & 

Emergency Center 
Victoria’s Fine Jewelry 
Vietnam Restaurant 
Worldwinds Windsurfing, Inc. 
Charlie & Linda Zahn

D O N O R S

TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM         25                



26  	 TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM

Sandra & Terry Allision	
Tara & Tree Baker III	
Cindy Barrera
Debra & John Black	
Kathryn & Cecil Childers	
Teresa Gauntt-Costley & 

Edward Costley
Commercial Metals	
Saundra & James 

Copeland	
Sam & Buck Durham
Event Network	
Flo & William M. East	
Rita & Mark Evans
Marlive Fitzpatrick	
Tony Garcia	
Jantena & Douglas Harl
Dollie & Tom Hunt, Jr.	
Josi & Christopher Horn	
Ann Huebel
Suraida Nanez-James & 

Jason James	
Ann & Mike Lippincott	
Meredith Montgomery 

Walker
Tony Ojeda & Rachel Saenz	
Cheryl Oprisko	
Dr. Julia Reza
Tony Saenz	
Estate of Rosemarie L. 

Schwarzer	
Jeanne & Richard Schafer
Deneece & Wayne Squires	

Tara Tschritter	
In Memory of Nicholas 

Paige Cunningham
Cheryl Anderson
Jim N. Barnhart	
Maura Barry Boyle
Jennifer Billings	
Christy & John Burrmann	
Zachary Child
Suzanne Cunningham	
Mary Ann Denger	
Anne Dix
Deviyani Dixit	
Aurelia Dunagan	
Sue & Buzz Enroth
Darlene Foote	
Heather Franklin	
Deborah Grieser
Melody Hall	
Emily & Rob Huekler	
Michelle Jones
Douglas Kerr	
Ana Klenicki	
Nerrida Koster
Eric Laganelli	
Suzanne LeFevre	
Gerard Lodico
Said Malhas	
Robin Martz	
Amanda McCullough
Susan McGee	
John Miller	
Sandra Minkel

Lucy Mize	
Keith Morton	
Jane Nandy
Sara Pacque-Margolis	
Beth Paige	
Carolyn Paige
Wayne Paige	
Elizabeth Palmer	
Rachel Peniston
Daniel Peniston	
Scott Porter	
Joe Powell
Jennifer Radtke	
Jan & Bob Radtke	
Laura Reddy
Susan Reichle	
Kimberli Ripley	
Lucas Rooney
Donella Russell	
Jennifer Scott	
Robert Schmidt & 

DCHA/CMC
Anne Simmons-Benton	
Adam Stobart	
Joseph Truong
Mark Walther	
Colleen Warner	
Barbara Warner
Kelly Warner	
Lauren Wyatt	
Jessica Zaman
Ellie Zehr		

S E C O N D  C H A N C E S  W I L D L I F E 
R E H A B I L I T AT I O N  F U N D

D O N O R S

Donations made to the Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Fund directly support 
ill and injured animals receiving urgent and long-term veterinary care at our Second 
Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation facility. Second Chances treats hundreds of patients 
each year and has rehabilitated and released more than 1,000 animals back to their 
natural habitats since 2005. Patients include cold-stunned sea turtles, stranded marine 
mammals, and shorebirds and raptors suffering from a multitude of ailments. 
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$5,000 and above
Gloria & Edward S. Hicks
Texas Sandfest

$1,000-$4,999
Jim and Dede Bartlett 

Foundation
San Patricio County 

Economic Dev 
Corporation

$100-$999
AmazonSmile Foundation	
Kaaren & Kirby G. 

Barker, Jr.
Tom C. Brookshire	
Jack Christiansen
John Carr & Christina 

Creekpaum	
Audrey & Brian Hagemann
Marie Halff	
Barbara & Hayden W. 

Head, Jr.
Anne Holt & Christian 

Schultz	
Virginia & Nicholas Jevric
Sally S. Kleberg	
Luke Lloyd
Sanjay Pradhan	
Roger G. Rankin
Emily Sanford	
Luke K. Schmidt
Stephanie Washington	
Marian & Sebastian 

Wiedmann
Michelle & Fred Williams	
Lucy & Marion E. 

Williams, Jr.

$25-$100
Sydney Alcala & 

Karen Smith	
Ruby & George A. Baddour
Sarah Banta
Houston Berger	
Betty Berry
Alice Bonning	
Pajita A. Brown
Rosemary Campbell	
Norman Chamberlain
Chatwork Civic Club	
Leonard Connell
Adrianna Deighan	
Edward B. Derry
Caryl & James T. Devlin
Marie Pryor Dixon
Sam & Buck Durham	
Esperanza Garden Club
Poppy Faust	
Debbie & Jamie 

Felgenhauer
Linda & Michael Garvin	
Natalie & David Gonzalez
Kerry W. Goodall	
Patricia & Martin E. Hanisch
Jessica Hefley	
Deborah & Joseph High
Katherine Holmes	
Patricia A. Huwel
Christy & David Ilfrey	
Katie & Luke Iverson
Erin Kane	
Mary & Gary Kane
Heather & David Loeb	
Wyatt Maglothin
Gayle Malone	
JJ Mathers

Network For Good	
Alicia Peña
Dorothy Pollard-Diaz	
Stella Putz
Stefanie Reyes	
Samantha Rocha
Anabel Roeder	
Kelly Rouillard
Richard Sallee	
Sharon & Gerald J. 

Sbarbaro
Holly A. Starcich	
Holly & Tim Stephens
Ronald Strahlendorff	
Robert Suggs & 

Russell Moody
Jenette & Efren Tejeda	
Jan & Bill Thornton
Jessica & Jesse Vega	
Shirley Velasco
Ann & Jeff Vlach	
Ashley Wilden
Anonymous

D O N O R S

A N N U A L  S U S T A I N I N G  F U N D 
Annual Stewardship Fund donors provide unrestricted support for the day to day 
operations of the Texas State Aquarium which includes animal care, exhibit updates, 
and educational programming.  A portion of each Stewardship Fund gift supports 
conservation research efforts that positively impact the species and habitats 
represented at the Texas State Aquarium.  We are grateful to these donors for their 
support of the Aquarium’s greatest needs. 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S

Callie & Rajan Ahuja	
Myriam & John D. Bell
Harriet & Jim Blakey	
Patsy & John Boman
Rosie & Ruben Bonilla, Jr.	
Deborah & Hugh Chapman
Christina & Chris Clark	
Peggy & William Clark
Mary Jane & Carl Crull	
Maria T. de Ases
Martha & Charles DeCou	
Richard Durham
Alyssa & Lee Dykes	
LTC Henry F. Fey, USA Ret.
Kelley & Pat Frost	
Dr. Robert & Gloria Furgason
Berta & Eddie Garcia	
Emma & Jesse Gilbert
Amy & Aaron Harvey	

Robert J. Hewitt
Gail & Bruce Hoffman	
Ada E. Kemp
Barbara & Joe Lewis	
Ingrid Little
Wallace Lundgren	
Lucy & W. Richard McCracken
John McIntyre, M.D.	
Pamela & Ralph Meyer
Sharon & Robert Naismith	
J. Ted Oakley
Billie & Clayton Poenisch	
Kim & Tom Schmid
Celika Storm	
Catherine & Sam L. Susser
Helen S. Swetman	
Daryl & George E. Tanner
Karen & Larry Urban	
Joanne & Peter J. Volpe, Jr.

The President’s Council is a group of esteemed individuals who are dedicated to the 
continued growth and vitality of the Texas State Aquarium with annual contributions 
of $1,000 or more. President’s Council members are invited to private events with the 
President to learn more about current programs and projects as well as exclusive 
events. The President’s Council is crucial to the continued growth and vitality of the 
Texas State Aquarium, and we remain grateful for their continued support.



28  	 TEXAS STATE AQUARIUM

In Honor of Lauren Attaway
Mr. & Mrs. Rusty Little

In Honor of Darlene Christiansen
Mr. Jack Christiansen

In Honor of Peggy Clark
Jim and Dede Bartlett Foundation
Ms. Sally S. Kleberg

In Honor of Chloe Ferguson
Ms. Ashley Ferguson

In Honor of Josie Head
Judge & Mrs. Hayden W. Head, Jr.

In Honor of Abigail Holmes
Ms. Katherine Holmes

In Honor of B.D. Holt
Ms. Anne Holt & Mr. Christian Schultz

In Honor of Robert May
Mr. & Mrs. Marion E. Williams, Jr.

In Honor of Corinna Richter
Ms. Anne Holt & Mr. Christian Schultz

In Honor of J.B. Richter
Ms. Anne Holt & Mr. Christian Schultz

In Honor of Chase Starcich
Ms. Holly A Starcich

In Honor of Volunteers of 
    Second Chances

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Harl

In Honor of Jennifer Walker
Judge & Mrs. Hayden W. Head, Jr.

In Honor of Caroline Welch
Judge & Mrs. Hayden W. Head, Jr.

In Honor of Billy Wyatt
Ms. Marie Halff

In Memory of Sam Lawson Allen
Ms. Phyllis C. Allen

In Memory of Chris Bratten & 
    Lucy Myers

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Schafer

In Memory of Elizabeth Campbell
Mrs. Richard Sallee

In Memory of Robert Campbell
Ms. Marlive Fitzpatrick

In Memory of Katherine Conoly
First National Bank of Beeville
Ms. Rachel Peniston

In Memory of Linda Geraldine 
   Effenberger

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Brenan

In Memory of Owen Hopkins
Ms. Emily Sanford

In Memory of Sherie Miner
Mr. Tom C. Brookshire

H O N O R  &  M E M O R I A L  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  D O N O R  L I S T
Memorial and honor gifts to the Texas State Aquarium respectfully recognize a loved one 
or friend.  All memorial and honor gifts are acknowledged to the person(s) the donor 
designates so they are aware of the gift.  The Texas State Aquarium is honored to be 
designated as the beneficiary of memorial and honor gifts.

D O N O R S

W e s t o n ’ s  L i b r a r y
Linda & John C. Brenan
Anita & William Collins
Katherine & David Z. Conoly
Sandra Davis
First National Bank of Beeville
Linda & Kenny Hamar
Eva & Charles Hummel
Melissa Ingram
Jenna & Roger S. Lawson
Anne Robillard
Vickie & J. Daniel Shine
Suzanne & Rich D. Tuttle
Brenda Worley

A q u a T e e n  M e n t o r i n g  P r o g r a m
Stripes Convenience Stores

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m s
Micaela & Kent Ellington
Port of Corpus Christi
Smallcakes: A Cupcakery

T e n t a c l e s  E x h i b i t
Behmann Brothers Foundation
Ingrid Little
The Joan and Herb Kelleher Charitable 

Foundation
Prichard Family Foundation
Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and Helen C. Kleberg 

Foundation

S e a C a m p  S c h o l a r s h i p s
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Navy Army Community Credit Union
Dr. Julia Reza

R E S T R I C T E D  F U N D S 
In addition to unrestricted gifts that sustain the Aquarium’s broadest needs, many 
donors elect to contribute a gift that is restricted to a specific area, exhibit or program.



H O N O R  &  M E M O R I A L  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  D O N O R  L I S T

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  J o u r n e y  j u n g l e  g a l l e r y  p r o g r e s s e s  u n d e r  i t s  l a n d m a r k  s k y l i g h t  i n  J u l y  o f  2 0 1 6 .

2 0 1 6  A C C R E D I T AT I O N S  A N D  A W A R D S

2015–2016
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