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Some of you might recall that 2011 was a banner year for the Aquarium; the opening of the  

HEB Splash Park helped drive a 12% increase in annual attendance.  After an exceptionally  

pleased to report to you in this annual report that, by almost any measure, 2012 was another 

extraordinary year for the Texas State Aquarium.  Our attendance topped 560,000, making  

2012 our busiest year since grand opening, and up about 4% over 2011.  We generated over  

$10 million in operating revenue, another high mark for us.  The 

opening of Stingray Lagoon, the second major component of 

our new Master Plan, was a big hit and certainly helped our 

performance. 

We are also very proud of our activities that most of our 

members and guests never see, but are critically and equally 

important in realizing our mission of connecting people with 

nature and inspiring conservation of the Gulf of Mexico. One 

example is our Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Program. 

With generous support from the Earl C. Sams Foundation, in 

rehabilitation program. Since 2005, more than 1,000 shorebirds 

and majestic birds of prey have been treated by our animal care 

staff and either released back into their natural habitats or have found a home at the Texas 

State Aquarium or another AZA-accredited facility. These birds become ambassadors for  

their brethren in nature and instill in all who visit us a sense of appreciation for these animals 

and the wild places they occupy.  

  .nalP retsaM raey-net ruo fo noitucexe eht htiw ssergorp no uoy etadpu ot tnaw ew ,yllaniF

With our fundraising feasibility and business planning and forecasting work complete, our 

Board of Trustees overwhelmingly supported moving forward with the early, quiet phase of a 

major campaign to raise the necessary funds to construct the Caribbean Wing building. This 

25 years ago, still holds very strong appeal for us. Our interpretive focus will be the Sian Ka’an 

Biosphere Reserve, along the Eastern edge of the Yucatan peninsula in the Quintana Roo state 

of Mexico.  This remarkable region, home to some of the longest underground rivers on earth 

and the second largest barrier reef, will take you on a journey through tropical jungles, caves, 

mangrove forests, tropical tide pools, coral reefs and, ultimately face-to-face with an incredible 

collection of sharks.  You will hear much more about this ambitious program over the next six 

to 12 months.  

However, for now, enjoy the fall and your aquarium. Today is a great day to visit!
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Our Mission 

Connecting people with nature and 

inspiring conservation of the Gulf 

 of Mexico.

Our Vision

To be a nationally-recognized 

Aquarium leader in creating  

entertaining, educationally-enriching 

programming; conducting wildlife 

rehabilitation; and supporting 

 conservation.
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TALENT Doug Lewis, Maintenance Mechanic/Exhibits Fabrication

Texas State Aquarium guests enjoy beautiful, educational 

exhibits that showcase the animals, but they probably 

don’t think about the work and skill that go into creating 

those exhibits.  That’s where Doug Lewis is the expert.

For 23 years, Doug has been involved in the Aquarium’s 

in-house fabrication of exhibit components, from design 

to materials, construction to mechanics.  His most recent 

projects include the new Hawn Wild Flight Theater set and 

the 6,000 square-foot rehabilitation flight cages at SeaLab. 

“The flight cages are like the final training ground for our 

birds in rehabilitation,” says Doug.  “There are three separate  

corridors, each 180 feet long.  If the bird can fly to the end 

and make the turn, and the vet says ok, they’re ready to 

go.  It was a great project because rehabilitation is such an  

important part of what we do at the Aquarium.”

Doug’s Aquarium handywork has included Seahorse  

Seatopia, Oddysea, Amazon and more. But the  

Aquarium grand opening was a little nerve-wracking.  

“I built the crates to move the 13-foot sawfish and a 

400-pound grouper.  I really didn’t sleep much before  

the move; I was concerned about those fish. Once  

they were safely in the tanks and I got the thumbs-up,  

I could rest easy.”

Aquarium exhibits are designed to be educational and  

visitor-friendly, and each project begins with close            

collaboration with the exhibit development team, including  

members of our animal care, education and marketing 

staff. “I have to understand any special needs and what 

they want in the construction.  It’s all about what’s best for 

the animals,” asserted Doug.

After more than two decades, Doug says there has 

never been a dull moment at the Aquarium. “When I  

star ted, there was nothing but the main building.  It’s 

been great to watch it all grow steadily because the  

Aquarium is important to the people of South Texas.  

This is a wonderful venue to learn about the Gulf, and the 

more you learn, the better you’re going to treat things.”

And he still loves the work. “For 23 years, I’ve enjoyed  

going to work every day.  This is an adventure!”



PARTNER Flint Hills Resources

On the surface, it might seem odd that a refining and 

chemicals company would financially support an aquarium.  

However, in the case of Flint Hills Resources and the 

Texas State Aquarium, it is a natural match – and a win-win  

partnership.

“As a company, when we talk about financial support  

and corporate stewardship, we focus on education,  

environmental preservation and enhanced quality of life for 

the residents of our communities,” says Valerie Pompa, Flint 

Hills Vice President and Manufacturing Manager.  “In our 

support of the Texas State Aquarium, we’re hitting all three 

areas of focus.”

Since 1989, Flint Hills has been a leading corporate 

supporter of the Aquarium. The company’s broadest  

initiative is the Aquavision distance learning program, 

which to date has enabled more than 46,000 elementary 

school-aged children to experience the Aquarium without  

leaving their classrooms. The program incorporates  

science, math and reading lessons through various features  

and exhibits.

In addition, Aquarium SeaCampers wrap up a week of 

learning-filled fun with a day of first-hand research at the 

Flint Hills Resources Wildlife Learning Preserve, venturing 

into the area to observe birds, reptiles and small mammals, 

as well as take plaster molds of animal tracks found on 

the trail. The 120-acre preserve was set aside by Flint Hills 

to protect and enhance the wetlands and wildlife habitat 

area that surrounds the company’s west plant, located near 

IH-37.  It consists of coastal marshes, fresh water ponds, 

upland grasses, mudflats and mesquite brushland, and 

provides a location to conduct research and demonstrate 

regional ecology.

Flint Hills Director of Human Resources, Walt Schumacher, 

adds another perspective. “The Aquarium educates in an 

entertaining, engaging way.  Youngsters have the freedom 

to explore at their own level and learn, almost without 

knowing they did.  It can awaken and foster a greater 

appreciation of science and the environment; and those 

students of today and tomorrow are our potential  

employees in just a few years.”

Valerie and Walt agree the Aquarium is an important 

recreational, economic and tourism resource. “From a 

hiring standpoint – for any company – it’s a quality-of-life  

benefit we can use to attract and retain a talented  

workforce in South Texas,” asserted Walt.  Valerie added, 

“The Aquarium is accessible and promotes the Gulf 

Coast, and the addition of the Caribbean Wing will take 

it beyond the regional level.”

For Flint Hills, support of the Aquarium provides a  

platform to encourage education and environmental 

stewardship, and spread its message. “Oil industry-related 

companies are often perceived as the enemy,” noted 

Valerie. “But this is our home, and we care about it as 

would any other resident. We’re not here to exploit, but 

to make people’s lives better.  We’re a partner.”

Walt Schumacher and Valerie Pompa
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VISION Bill & Peggy Clark, Aquarium Supporters

“They called us ‘whippersnappers’,” says Peggy Clark. “I was 

36, had just finished Leadership Corpus Christi and was a 

member of the Junior League. A group of us got together 

and dusted off the idea of building an aquarium. It was time 

to get it done.”

Despite some resistance from the city’s establishment, 

Peggy and her cohorts were committed. “We had just  

created Bayfest three years earlier.  We thought we could 

do anything.”

Thir ty-four years later, Peggy looks around the Texas State 

Aquarium with the pride and fulfillment that comes from 

having been so involved during its inception and infancy.   

When controversy arose over the original proposed  

location, “we went out and bought this property.”  To help 

raise visibility and financial support, she created slideshows 

and staged an aerial photograph of volunteers forming a 

star on the site. When touring the National Aquarium in 

Baltimore, she wore a fish hat to meet the mayor.

“We did crazy things to promote the creation of this 

Aquarium,” she chuckles.  “It was really fun, and it was exciting.”

Peggy’s leadership continued through the years on the 

Board of Trustees, and she’s now a Trustee Emeritus.  Her 

can-do attitude is no surprise to her husband of 47 years, 

Bill Clark.  The Corpus Christi native’s career has included 

work in offshore drilling, at IBM and in the banking industry. 

Bill and Peggy enjoy bringing their two grandchildren to the 

Aquarium, and he’s quick to agree it has a special appeal.

“One of the main attributes is a great staff,” he says. “They’re 

enthusiastic and happy to be here. The whole experience 

is entertaining and enjoyable, but education about the Gulf 

and conservation is always the heart of the message.”

Peggy was part of the very first guide class, and she remains 

among a handful of original guides still volunteering.

“Our hands-on experiences have changed as we learned 

what works,” she says, “and the conservation message has 

become stronger.” Whether it’s whale songs or trash, “what 

happens in one part of the world’s water reaches around 

the world to other parts of the water. That’s what we’re 

teaching here.”

The Clarks believe expansion and updated exhibits 

are key to the Aquarium’s staying power, and they’ve  

contributed to every new exhibit and campaign. They 

have been President’s Council members since 1999 and 

were inducted into the AQUA Society in 2011. “Financial  

support is critical to taking this facility to the next  

level, which is what the Caribbean Wing will do,”  

Peggy says.  “The Caribbean is a whole other ecosystem 

that directly connects to us, and being able to learn  

about the flora and fauna of that region is a natural 

extension of the Aquarium. It will transform the Texas 

State Aquarium and put it – I believe – among the top 

aquariums in the country.”

And then?  Peggy Clark smiles. “That will complete the 

initial vision we had, and there will be a whole new group 

of young people to keep it going. They’ll be the new 

whippersnappers.”

Bill and Peggy Clark



CONNECTION Mike Wenzel, Volunteer of the Year

Mike Wenzel’s experience as a Texas State Aquarium  

volunteer star ted with a very special connection.  In 2007 

his oldest daughter, Amber, wanted to volunteer but was 

too young to do so alone.  She asked her dad to join her 

in the Aquarium’s Guide Partners program, and together 

they completed the orientation and training and went 

on to work side by side, providing answers and exhibit 

interpretation to curious guests.

Amber is now studying wildlife management at Sul Ross 

University, but meanwhile Mike connected with another 

guide partner – his younger daughter, Brandy – until she, 

too, was old enough to serve as a guide on her own.

With Brandy now in high school, Mike’s enthusiasm for 

the Aquarium has never wavered. “I enjoy telling people 

about this environment and watching their eyes light up,” 

says the Aquarium’s 2012 Volunteer of the Year. “When 

you can help them make a personal connection, they 

get the message.  I tell them, he’s not just a turtle, he’s 

‘Crush’; and he’s not just a shark, he’s ‘Hans’ … and  

suddenly they begin to be more aware.  Maybe they think 

twice before speeding in their boat or putting trash in 

the water or tossing out that wad of fishing line.”

Mike thinks many aspects of the Aquarium encourage 

people to establish a connection with the environment 

they might not have had previously. “Stingray Lagoon is my 

favorite because it’s so hands-on.  Being able to get so 

close to the turtles, to touch the sharks and sea urchins, 

to walk right out over the marsh on the Boardwalk – all 

these things allow people to really experience the Gulf 

they don’t see from the beach.”

He’s also quick to mention the importance of the  

Aquarium to the people of South Texas. “This is a portal 

to what’s out there.  You can spend a day at the Aquarium 

and understand how we’re connected to that environment, 

and how everything within that ecosystem is interrelated.  

People come and enjoy the shows and the exhibits, but they 

leave having learned something.  And, if I’ve done my job, 

they’ve made a personal connection that will encourage  

them to take care of our environment.”

9
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2012 AQUATEEN VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR 

Josh Messina

Caleigh Sowder

Josh Messina first visited the Texas State Aquarium at age six.  Ten years later, he has been 

named 2012 AquaTeen Volunteer of the Year.

Josh’s hard work – which included taking surveys in guest services and setting up for 

Dolphin Bay shows – prompted Aquarium staff members to describe him as dependable, 

flexible, accountable and respectful. He racks up approximately 40 volunteer hours a 

month during the summer, in addition to a reduced schedule during the school year.

The Flour Bluff High School sophomore says he enjoys interacting with animals and guests, 

and seeing visitors’ reactions. He noted, “People are surprised by how many species live 

in the Gulf.  They’re amazed, frightened and sometimes both. But after seeing the animals 

and the education here, they may be influenced to take even small steps to protect the 

environment – like recycling or saving water.”

Josh has been influenced, too.  He explained, “I didn’t care much for science before, but 

since I began volunteering here, science and geography are my stronger subjects.” Josh 

added, “And my social skills are better . . . now I’m really good at talking to people.”

Caleigh Sowder’s passion for animals prompted her to join the AquaTeen program at the 

Aquarium last summer.  In her first year, Caleigh was able to work in a variety of areas,  

including wildlife rehabilitation, Hawn Wild Flight Theater, H-E-B Splash Park, and her favorite  

exhibit, Amazon.  “I just love birds and reptiles,” she says with excitement. “I’m getting a pet 

lizard in a couple of weeks!”

Caleigh jumped in eagerly, amassing some 300 hours of volunteer service. In naming 

her 2012 AquaTeen Volunteer of the Year, Aquarium staff members said she is cheerful, 

accountable, adaptable and hard-working.

A junior at Richard Milburn Academy, Caleigh’s bubbly personality shines when interacting  

with Aquarium visitors who ask “tons of questions! One day, I was working Stingray Lagoon, 

and a lady talked with me for 45 minutes; she wanted to know everything!”

The AquaTeen experience showed Caleigh the importance of volunteer participation.  

“They depend on you.  When you say you’re going to be here, you have to come through 

on that commitment.  It definitely teaches you a strong work ethic.”

That work ethic paid off and will now be put to use in her new role at the Aquarium – she 

has been hired as a part-time (and enthusiastic) Program Presenter.  Caleigh commented, 

“Oh my gosh, I’m so excited!”

ENTERTAINING, EDUCATIONALLY-ENRICHING PROGRAMMING

Exhibits

Stingray Lagoon

Every year since 1998, the Aquarium has debuted a new 

exhibit, and 2012 was no exception. Stingray Lagoon 

opened in May to overwhelmingly positive reviews as the 

Aquarium’s most interactive exhibit to date - with daily 

opportunities to not only touch, but hand-feed stingrays.

Stingray Lagoon’s 10,000 gallons of seawater is home to 

more than 30 rays representing the Southern, Atlantic,  

and cownose species. All three species of rays are  

indigenous to the Gulf of Mexico.

Eagle Rock Statue 

On Friday, April 6, the Texas State Aquarium unveiled a 

beautiful new addition to the view of Corpus Christi Bay, 

thanks to the Dobson family and Whataburger, Inc. 

Tom Dobson, Chairman and CEO of Whataburger, Inc., 

presented to the Aquarium one of the most iconic statues 

in the city – “Eagle Rock” – which was formerly in front of 

Whataburger headquarters in Corpus Christi. “Eagle Rock” 

was created by world-renowned wildlife ar tist and Corpus 

Christi resident Kent Ullberg.   

Tom Schmid, Aquarium President and CEO, commented, 

“I’m really excited about this gift; we will now have three 

of Kent’s incredible works of ar t on our campus for our 

guests to enjoy.”

Joe Adame (left) and Kent Ullberg
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Educational Programs

2012 was a banner year for TSA’s Education Department, 

with soaring numbers of participants in several special 

programs.  With 67,750 total participants – a seven  

percent increase over 2011 – the Aquarium’s reach was 

felt by learners of all ages. 

Outreach

In 2012, the Texas State Aquarium’s outreach programs 

reached 16,830 students and adults through participation 

with several Coastal Bend organizations and events. Just 

some of the expanded community partnerships touched 

through the Aquarium’s outreach program in 2012 were 

Earth Day/Bay Day, Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries 

Program, World of Water Celebration, Aransas National  

Wildlife Refuge and Padre Island National Seashore Junior 

Ranger Day. By fostering these community relationships, we 

are able to increase the impact of the mission and vision of 

the Texas State Aquarium and its Education Department. 

The outreach area of the Education Department also added 

a live animal outreach component to the program offerings. 

This new program has proven to be extremely popular with 

students, teachers and community organizations.

In another first for SeaCamp, Time Warner Cable  

contributed scholarships and a grant that launched the 

inaugural Aquanaut camp for teenaged students in  

grades 10 and above.

SeaLab Programs and Workshops

Programs for classes of students held at the Aquarium’s 

SeaLab Education Center near the main Aquarium  

campus served 3,299 students in 2012. 

Additionally, the Aquarium holds periodic workshops 

for teachers, and 87 educators took advantage of this  

program during 2012.

Camp-Ins

A total of 2,194 people enjoyed one of the Aquarium’s 

educational and fun camp-ins during 2012. Far more than a 

simple sleepover at the Aquarium, these events feature the 

opportunity to learn about sea organisms, conservation,  

and even oceanography.

Volunteer Program

The Texas State Aquarium’s volunteer program is an  

essential cog in meeting the needs of the animals in our 

collection, the facility itself, and helping educate and assist  

our hundreds of thousands of guests every year. It is  

impossible to quantify the significant annual contributions 

of the Aquarium’s volunteers, but the following numbers 

for 2012 give some idea:

	 Active Volunteers	 180�

	 Total Hours Contributed	 22,994

�	 Value of Hours	 $221,909

�	 Dive Hours	 2,422

Membership Program

The TSA membership program allows our supporters 

and most frequent visitors to enjoy the Aquarium all year 

long for approximately the cost of two visits, discounts 

around the Aquarium, a subscription to Star magazine, 

and exclusive invitation to our members-only 4th of July 

party. In 2012, 5,966 individuals and families of varying 

sizes took advantage of this beneficial program.

 

Aquavision

Participation in the Texas State Aquarium’s Aquavision 

distance learning program doubled in 2012 – to 6,996 –  

thanks to the introduction of web-based distance  

learning software and new marketing strategies made 

possible through a presenting partnership with Flint Hills 

Resources, which was initiated in 2011 and extended for a 

second year. The Aquavision program was also promoted 

through our association with the Connect2Texas distance 

learning organization.   

The growth in participation in the Aquarium’s Aquavision  

program demonstrates to the fact that the new web-based  

software really does make distance learning more accessible.   

SeaCamp

Owing in part to the generosity of two organizations that 

enabled the Aquarium to offer scholarships to campers 

for the first time ever, participation in SeaCamp increased 

18 percent over 2011 and set an all-time high with 1,023 

campers from age four through high school. Thanks to gifts 

from the Coastal Bend Community Foundation and The 

John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial Foundation,  

full and partial scholarships made participation possible 

for many children who otherwise may not have been 

able to attend the popular camps that blend indoor and 

outdoor learning in fun and engaging ways. 

NATIONAL RECOGNITON

President and CEO Named Chair � 

of Zoo & Aquarium Association

Texas State Aquarium President and CEO Tom 

Schmid was elected the Chair of the Board of  

Directors for the Association of Zoos & Aquariums 

(AZA), a nonprofit organization founded in 1924 

and dedicated to the advancement of zoos and 

aquariums in the areas of conservation, education, 

science and recreation. He was installed as the  

organization’s chairman in September of 2012.

With more than 220 accredited institutions worldwide, 

and a network of more than 6,000 aquarium and zoo 

experts, AZA is the world’s leading organization of 

zoological professionals. The Texas State Aquarium  

has been an accredited member of AZA since 1995.

According to AZA President and CEO Jim Maddy 

at the time of Schmid’s appointment, “Due to Tom’s 

strong leadership and extensive experience, AZA-

accredited zoos and aquariums are sure to benefit 

immensely.”

Chelsea Allen

Katie Iverson
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SUPPORTING CONSERVATION & WILDLIFE REHABILITATION

Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Program

The Texas State Aquarium believes that our responsibility 

as an Aquarium is not simply to take care of the animals 

in our collection, but also to use the expertise we have 

on staff to benefit other area wildlife in need of help. 

Our Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Program 

treats hundreds of injured or sick animals annually at our 

hospital, with the goal of rehabilitating them and releasing  

them back into their natural habitat. The program is  

federally permitted and operates under rigorous standards  

established by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(AZA). We are able to care for : shorebirds, terns, pelicans, 

egrets, plovers, spoonbills, stilts, skimmers, oystercatchers, 

gulls, sandpipers, raptors (birds of prey), hawks, falcons, 

owls, eagles, reptiles, and marine mammals.	

In 2012, the Aquarium’s Second Chances Wildlife  

Rehabilitation Program treated 217 animals of 63 different  

species. We were able to release 48 of those back into 

their natural habitats, and 20 more were transferred 

either into our collection or to a permanent home at 

another AZA-accredited facility.

Nissan Leaf & Electric Car Charging Station

Ed Hicks Nissan generously donated a new Nissan Leaf 

– since custom wrapped with the Aquarium’s logo and 

educational information – to the Aquarium in 2012.  

Additionally, Nissan North America, Inc. donated an  

electric car charging station to the Aquarium, the 

first of its kind at a cultural attraction in South Texas, 

and helped further the facility’s ongoing efforts to  

operate as sustainably as possible.

According to Charlie Hicks, Dealer Principal of Ed Hicks 

Nissan, “Our family is proud to be a part of the TSA’s 

sustainable operations efforts and recognize the Nissan  

Leaf as a true zero-emission vehicle that symbolizes 

the electric vehicle movement as a viable alternative to 

gasoline-powered automobiles. From the seats made of 

recycled water bottles to the Leaf ’s regenerative braking  

system, this five-star safety rated vehicle provides the 

equivalent of 106 miles per gallon without using a single 

drop of gas.”

New Flight Cages

After several years of planning, construction of new, state-

of-the-art flight cages began in January and was completed 

in early summer of 2012 on the SeaLab campus of the 

Texas State Aquarium. The much needed addition was 

possible thanks to a generous $25,000 grant from the 

Earl C. Sams Foundation.

Flight cages are vital to the rehabilitation process of 

raptors and other birds, serving as a protected practice 

space to learn, or re-learn, how to fly. The new 5,000 

square foot structure dramatically increased the space 

available for bird rehabilitation, and allows the birds to fly 

longer distances and regain strength after injury or illness. 

The addition has reduced recovery time for birds at the 

SeaLab campus and has helped increase the number of 

releases.

Great Horned Owl Release

On November 12, the Texas State Aquarium released three rehabilitated Great horned 

owls back into their natural habitat at Hans Suter Park in Corpus Christi. Two of the owls 

were found in the Flour Bluff area in late March, and the other was found at the Naval 

Air Station in May.  All three of the owls were orphans that had fallen out of their nests.  

Because the three owls were around the same age, they were placed together in an 

outdoor flight enclosure, where they were conditioned for flight and hunting live prey.

The electric car charging station at the Aquarium is a high-

voltage, high-current charging system which can completely 

recharge the Leaf in less than eight hours while saving on 

energy costs by scheduling off-peak charging through its 

intelligent power management system.

Texas State Aquarium President and CEO Tom Schmid  

commented, “The Nissan Leaf is another wonderful gift from 

a wonderfully generous family. For more than 25 years, the 

Hicks family has supported the Aquarium, making significant  

investments to grow our education and exhibit programming 

and our wildlife rehabilitation efforts. With this donation, 

the Hicks family is demonstrating its strong commitment to 

sustainable operations and a sustainable future.”

Schmid continued, “We are honored by the generosity of 

Nissan North America, Inc., which has allowed the Texas 

State Aquarium to become the first cultural attraction in 

South Texas able to offer our guests an electric car charging 

station. We are excited to offer this environmentally-friendly 

option to our guests.”

The Aquarium places much importance on its steps toward 

sustainable operations through its “Going Green” program, 

which includes: Xeriscape landscaping, solar panels, automated  

light switches and faucets, waterless urinals, compostable 

restaurant supplies, a cleaning and filtration system on our 

waterfall basins, and extensive recycling throughout the facility.A rehabilitated Red-tailed hawk being released at Hazel Bazemore 
Park.
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STORA

In 2012, 100 students from King and Moody High Schools 

participated in four field trips to Goose Island State Park 

to learn about oyster restoration through the South  

Texas Oyster Restoration and Awareness (STORA) grant,  

awarded to the Aquarium by the State Farm Youth 

Advisory Board. The STORA program is a student-led  

service learning project supporting the Texas A&M  

University-Corpus Christi/Harte Research Institute oyster  

shell recycling and habitat restoration program, Sink 

Your Shucks. Sink Your Shucks is supported by the Texas 

General Land Office and the National Oceanic and  

Atmospheric Administration. 

The students who participated in this program attended 

various community events, oyster restorations, and field 

trips to test water quality of the oyster habitat. 

Economic Impact

The Aquarium continues to have a strong impact on the local economy. With record attendance and revenue in 

2012, its economic impact on Corpus Christi was more than $43 million. The Aquarium supported more than 700 

area jobs, with annual salaries totaling more than $15 million.

Dollar Days

The Texas State Aquarium hosted three Dollar Days in 2012 thanks to 

the support of our generous partners, Navy Army Community Credit 

Union, Coastal Bend Community Foundation, and Reliant, an NRG  

Company, who made the greatly reduced admission prices possible.  

Dollar Days are an opportunity for local residents who might not  

otherwise be able to enjoy the Aquarium to connect with nature and 

get inspired about conservation of the Gulf of Mexico. It is just one of 

the ways the Aquarium gives back to a community that has supported it 

since even before it opened in 1990.

Participation in the Community 

Beyond the facility, its programs and events, the Aquarium’s reach can be felt throughout the Corpus Christi  

community through the activities of its staff. The Aquarium is a member of the Corpus Christi Chamber of  

Commerce, Corpus Christi Regional Economic Development Corporation, and Corpus Christi Hispanic Chamber 

of Commerce. Many Aquarium staff members have earned the designation of Certified Tourism Ambassador (CTA) 

through the Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau (CCCVB), and they use the knowledge they gained through 

the training to act as ambassadors for Corpus Christi all over the area. Aquarium staff members also contribute their 

time and expertise to the CCCVB, serving on that organization’s Board of Directors and Marketing Committee.

The Aquarium is a generous donor to other non-profits both within the Coastal Bend area and around Texas. In 

2012, the Aquarium donated more than 850 passes, memberships, or tours to qualified organizations and events. 

Among the recipients were Corpus Christi ISD, March of Dimes, City of Corpus Christi, American Cancer Society,  

American Diabetes Association, American Heart Association, American Red Cross, Big Brothers & Big Sisters,  

CHRISTUS Spohn, Del Mar College, Texas A&M Corpus Christi, Epilepsy Foundation, Muscular Dystrophy  

Association, and the Ronald McDonald House.

Gulf Alliance Partnership Program

A total of 510 students from Cunningham Middle School experienced field science first-hand through the Gulf Alliance 

Partnership (GAP). GAP is a Gulf-wide grant through a partnership with Florida’s Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA). The GAP grant was established to increase the capacity of non-formal educators and underserved schools to 

conduct experiential environmental education in support of environmental literacy. 

Teacher professional development sessions were conducted for the participating teachers at Cunningham Middle 

School. Participating students attended three field experiences designed to show the interconnectedness of the 

Nueces watershed to the ocean. 

The freshwater field experience was held at Hazel Bazemore Park, where the Nueces River runs through the park. The 

brackish water experience was held at the wetland habitat in Rincon Channel near the Texas State Aquarium SeaLab, 

and the third field experience will be held in 2013 at a saltwater habitat at Padre Island National Seashore. 

Students connected via videoconference to the other Gulf state participating students to discuss their experiences 

with the GAP grant.

LOCAL IMPACT 

Visitors enjoying Stingray Lagoon during the December 
Dollar Day, presented by Reliant, an NRG Company.



According to Whataburger Chairman Tom Dobson, 

“The Texas State Aquarium is a world-class facility, and 

Whataburger is incredibly proud to serve as a corporate  

sponsor. For many years, we have supported and  

promoted its programs and activities, from the Dolphin 

Bay exhibit to the Beach Ball gala, and we strongly believe 

in continued investment in this Corpus Christi gem and 

Texas treasure.”

Flint Hills Resources is a strong partner of the Aquarium 

and the title sponsor of our Aquavision distance learning 

program, which incorporates science, math and reading 

lessons through the Aquarium’s features and exhibits.  

To date, Aquavision has enabled more than 46,000 

elementary school-aged children to experience the 

Aquarium without leaving their classrooms. In addition, 

children attending our SeaCamps get to enjoy a day 

exploring the Flint Hills Resources Wildlife Learning  

Preserve, a 120-acre wetlands and wildlife habitat preserve  

surrounding the company’s west plant.

Andrews Distributing Company, Ltd. was the title sponsor 

for Beach Ball in 2012 and has been the primary sponsor for 

Beach Ball since 2003. Each year, Andrews has generously  

donated several high-earning auction items on which guests  

could bid, and the company continues to be a valued 

Aquarium partner.

A strong supporter of the Aquarium for 20 years, Citgo 

has made contributions to many of our exhibits, as well 

as our wildlife rehabilitation program.

The Aquarium is fortunate to have the support of a 

number of important companies that contribute to the 

vitality of the programs and services we offer. These 

companies believe in our mission and show their support  

through their participation in our Aquarium Partner 

program and often additional donations towards specific 

exhibits or programs.

There is no way for the Aquarium to adequately express 

our gratitude to the organizations with which we partner. 

Below is a list of some of our top partners and how they 

contribute to what we do:

H-E-B has been one of the Aquarium’s strongest  

supporters over the years. Longtime title sponsor of 

the H-E-B Dolphin Bay Underwater Viewing Room, the  

successful grocery store chain generously became the 

title sponsor of the H-E-B Splash Park when it opened 

in 2011. The marine-themed zero-depth wetscape water 

play area featuring water spray jets, interactive water  

features, water cannons, and more has been an extremely 

popular addition to the family fun available to our guests 

and members.

H-E-B was also a major contributor to our Amazon  

exhibit and is quick to help anytime the Aquarium asks 

for assistance with events and projects.

The Aquarium has a long history of partnering with 

Whataburger. In addition to supporting our fundraising 

events and exhibits, Whataburger distributes coupons to 

Texas State Aquarium visitors throughout the year on 

designated coupon days.
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AQUARIUM PARTNERS 

EVENTS AND AWARDS 

Beach Ball

The best little “beach chic” fundraiser in Corpus Christi, Beach Ball, 

was hosted once again at the Texas State Aquarium on April 13, 

2012. Gala chair Gail Hoffman led the event, which helped raise 

funds for the Aquarium’s newest exhibit, Stingray Lagoon. Attendees 

donned their finest khaki shorts, flip flops, and Hawaiian shir ts and 

dresses for this memorable evening that featured live, silent and  

bidboard auctions and a delicious steak dinner sponsored by Outback  

Steakhouse. Live music and entertainment by Rotel and the Hot 

Tomatoes kept guests dancing all night long.

Andrews Distributing Company, Ltd. was again the title sponsor for 

this annual event, which raised more than $168,000 towards the  

construction of Stingray Lagoon. Beach Ball is traditionally the  

Aquarium’s biggest fundraiser of the year.

AQUA Society and Golden Star Awards

On November 14, 2012, the Aquarium celebrated our most generous  

supporters at the second annual AQUA donor recognition event. 

The AQUA Society was established in 2011 to recognize those  

individuals and organizations with cumulative gifts to the Aquarium 

of $25,000 or more. 

At AQUA 2012, the society welcomed several new inductees and 

honored many returning and advancing supporters. New inductees 

were: 

	 •	 State Farm Youth Advisory Board

	 •	 Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company

	 •	 Holand Peterson

	 •	 Peggy & Avinash Ahuja

	 •	 Kim & Tom Schmid

	 •	 René & Frank Scanio, III

	 •	 Lucy & Dick McCracken

	 •	 Orion Drilling Co., LLC 

The evening concluded with the presentation of 

TSA’s highest honor, the Golden Star Award, a 

distinction reserved for our most passionate and 

visionary supporters. Recipients for 2012 were 

trustees and long-time supporters Gloria Hicks 

and Rich Tuttle. The Aquarium is appreciative of 

both their generosity and dedication to fur thering 

the development of the Texas State Aquarium.

Rotel and the Hot Tomatoes

Left to right:  Tom Schmid, Charlotte Castaneda, Lucy McCracken, 
Dick McCracken, Judy Hawley, Lee Jordan, and Kim Schmid.

Tom Schmid and Gloria Hicks Rich Tuttle and Tom Schmid
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Rising Tide Society

The Aquarium’s newest group of young supporters, the Rising Tide Society,  

hosted its first social event and membership drive, Stingray Soirée, on  

October 25. The society was formed in early 2012 with the goal of educating  

a new, dynamic group about preservation and conservation of our Gulf 

Coast ecosystem and to prepare members for future leadership of the 

Texas State Aquarium. 

Stingray Soirée entertained guests 21 and over with a meet and greet 

cocktail hour and the opportunity to get up-close and personal with the 

Aquarium’s fascinating animals. Net proceeds from the evening supported 

the Aquarium’s Second Chances Wildlife Rehabilitation Program.

In the fall of 2012, the Texas State Aquarium’s Board of Trustees 

approved a resolution to launch a capital campaign to raise the funds 

for a Caribbean Wing Building—the realization of our founders’ 

vision and the final phase of their original Master Plan. Campaign 

Caribbean is a bold step designed to complete the journey star ted 

more than 25 years ago.

The Aquarium’s new Caribbean Wing will inspire and educate guests through interactive and immersive exhibits, expanding the 

vision and narrative of the Aquarium beyond the Gulf of Mexico and into the Caribbean Sea, and bringing its sights, sounds, and 

vibrant wildlife to the shores of Corpus Christi. The building will interpret the unique biodiversity and culture of the Yucatan 

Peninsula and Western Caribbean Sea, taking guests on a journey through the sights, scents and sounds of a tropical forest, 

Mayan ruins, a blue hole, a mangrove forest, a coral knoll, a coral reef, and the depths of the Caribbean Sea. 

LOOKING FORWARD  

Rendering of a portion of the tropical forest
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		  2011	 2012

Attendance	 547,670	 564,766

Support and Revenues*

	 General Admission	 $4,851,508	 $5,181,056
	 Gift Shop & Concession Sales	 $1,929,190	 $1,933,199
	 Education Programs	 $902,932	 $1,048,383
	 Partnerships/Annual Fund	 $450,552	 $299,468
	 Membership	 $759,895	 $820,562
	 Facility Rental Income & Group Sales	 $652,322	 $687,562
	 Vending & Other	 $630,227	 $671,871
Total Support & Operating Revenue	 $10,176,626	 $10,642,101

*2012 figures unaudited
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		  2011	 2012
					   
Expenses**

	 Salaries & Benefits	 $4,565,331	 $5,071,057
	 Aquarium Operations	 $3,339,319	 $3,261,635
	 Cost of Goods Sold	 $603,972	 $399,893
	 Investment/Interest Expense	 $102,853	 $93,722
	 Advertising	 $483,376	 $429,428
	 Debt Service	 $277,281	 $276,708
	 Capital Expenditures	 $316,463	 $371,634	
Total Operating Expenses	 $9,688,595	 $9,904,077

Net Income	 $488,031	 $738,024

**Total expenses does not include depreciation expense
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Aquarium Visionary 
$1,000,000 and up
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Janet* & Edward H. Harte*
H-E-B
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Earl C. Sams Foundation, Inc.
T.L.L. Temple Foundation

Aquarium Ambassador 
$500,000 to $999,999
AEP Texas
Flint Hills Resources, L.P.
Kresge Foundation
The Meadows Foundation
Blanche Davis Moore Foundation
Occidental Chemical Corporation
The Dobson Family & Whataburger
The Wortham Foundation

Aquarium Steward 
$250,000 to $499,999
Arney Foundation
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program
D. D. Hachar Charitable Trust Fund
Education Service Center, Region 2
Gloria & Ed Hicks
Holt Foundation
Estate of Katherine Ann Johnson*
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne A. Johnson & Family
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy  
	 Memorial Foundation
Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and Helen C. Kleberg  
	 Foundation
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust
Bonnie Pereida*

Aquarium Conservator 
$150,000 to $249,999
American Bank
Bettye & Joe Baria
James R. Dougherty, Jr. Foundation
Fulton Construction/Coastcon Corporation
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Junior League of Corpus Christi
Oceaneering International, Inc.
Port of Corpus Christi
Alice H. Sallee
Valero Energy Corporation

Aquarium Guardian 
$100,000 to $149,999
Barry & Lana Andrews
Andrews Distributing Company
Behmann Brothers Foundation
Marilyn & Toms Billings
Dahlia McCord Carpenter*
Amon G. Carter Foundation
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.
Exxon Company USA
Foley’s Department Store
George & Mary Josephine Hamman  
	 Foundation
Gaylord & Sue Hoyt
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Cora* & Thomas* Keeler
Caesar Kleberg Foundation for Wildlife  
	 Conservation
London Broadcasting Company, Inc.
Lou Adele & Bob May
McMains & Constant
Dennis O’Connor
Saltwater-fisheries Enhancement Association
Strake Foundation
Tetra Second Nature

Aquarium Fellow 
$50,000 to $99,999
Alcoa Foundation
American Electric Power Foundation
Bank of America
Basic Industries of South Texas, Ltd.
Louise & John* Chapman
Charity League
Cheniere Energy
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Peggy & Bill Clark
Coastal Conservation Association - Texas
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
Corpus Christi Exploration Company  
	 Foundation
Judy & John Creveling
Virginia* & Randy* Cutlip
Martha & Charles DeCou
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fischer Foundation
Fondren Foundation
Global Giving Foundation - Pepsi Refresh  
	 Project

The AQUA Society was established in 2011 to honor the Texas State Aquarium’s most visionary donors. Individuals, 

businesses and organizations who have generously supported the Aquarium with cumulative gifts of $25,000 or more 

are recognized in this distinguished group. The Texas State Aquarium is grateful to the AQUA Society members for their 

commitment to fur ther the mission of connecting people with nature and inspiring conservation of the Gulf of Mexico.  

*Deceased
This list reflects giving through December 31, 2012

Golden Banner Press
Green Mountain Energy – Sun Club
IBC Bank
Lee Jordan
The Joan and Herb Kelleher Charitable  
	 Foundation
May “Topsy” King*
The Larry & Pat McNeil Foundation
NationsBank
Navy Army Federal Credit Union
Prichard Family Foundation
Prosperity Bank
Ed Rachal Foundation
Scripps Howard Foundation
Snyder & Associates
The Susser Family & Stripes
Estate of Margaret Turnbull
United Airlines
University of Texas at Austin
ValueBank Texas

Aquarium Patron 
$25,000 to $49,999
AG|CM, Inc.
Peggy & Avinash Ahuja 
Dan Alfaro & Associates
Helen & R. C. Allen
Allen Samuels Chevrolet
Arco Foundation
BBVA Compass
Beaumont Foundation of America
John Boman
Borden Insurance
Mary & Charles Campbell
Billie & William Carl
Rita & Bill Clements
Copeland’s Inc.
Corpus Christi Produce Company, Inc.
Elinor & Ben Donnell
Lisa & John Dorn
Jan & Jerry Dorsey
Phyllis & George Finley
Maxine & Lucien* Flournoy
Frost Bank
Paul & Mary Haas Foundation
Haggar Foundation
Harry W. Hamilton Foundation
Joni & Nick Harrel
Herndon, Plant & Oakley Ltd.

Hillcrest Foundation
John Holmgreen
Susan Hutchinson & Owen Hopkins*
Hygeia Foundation
Lady Bird Johnson*
Lynda & Harris Kaffie
Kellogg
Florence* & Richard* King
Laredo Independent School District
Lucy & Dick McCracken
Crystal & Rick* Mead
Maureen & Bill Miller
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Patty & Henry Nuss
Michael & Karen O’Connor
Orion Drilling Co., LLC
Outback Steakhouse
Padre Staples Mall
Marjorie Parks
Jennifer & Bob Patterson
Joan & Bernard Paulson
Beverly & Paul* Pearson
Carolyn & Daniel Pedrotti & Family
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company
Holand Peterson
Ella & Lev* Prichard
Quadrant Productions
Republic National Distributing Company
Sam Kane Beef Processors, Inc.
René & Frank Scanio, III 
Kim & Tom Schmid
Virgie* & T.S.* Scibienski
Barbara & Jerome Silverman
William K. Snyder
Deneece & Wayne Squires
Nelda C. and H. J. Lutcher Stark Foundation
State Farm Youth Advisory Board
Celika Storm
Denise & Sergio Tavares
Texas General Land Office
TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company
TOR Minerals International, Inc.
TXU Energy Corporation
Welder Leshin, L.L.P.
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Patsy & C. C. Winn
Carol and Arthur Zeitler

President’s Council
$2,500+
Peggy and Avinash Ahuja
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Janet and Al Jones
Lee Jordan
Lou Adele and Bob May
Billie and Clayton Poenisch
Port of Corpus Christi
Nancy and Mike Shaw
Betty and Tom Terrey

$1,000-$2,499
AG|CM, Inc
Myriam and John Bell
Marilyn & Tom Billings
Harriet and Jim Blakey
John Boman
Cindy and Roger Borgelt
Stephanie and Brent Bottom
Vanessa and Fred Braselton
Barbara and David Brown
Julie Buckley
Mary and Charles Campbell
Debbie & Tim Chapman
Louise Chapman
Peggy and Bill Clark
Debbie and Darrell Coleman
Saundra and James Copeland
Judy and John Creveling
Ruth Cude
Cheryl Davis
Maria de Ases
Martha and Charles DeCou
Nancy and Steve DeSutter
Lura and Thomas Dietze
Lisa and John Dorn
Dugan Eye Institute
Susan and John Duke
Susan and Bill English
Henry Fey
Phyllis and George Finley
Flint Hills Resources, LP
Lualhati Flynn
Kelley and Pat Frost
Fran and Joe Fulton
Fulton Construction/Coastcon Corporation
Gloria and Robert Furgason
Berta and Eddie Garcia
Gentry Company
Layne Giddens
Heather and Richard Guerrero
Audrey and Brian Hagemann
Joni and Nick Harrel
Bob Hill*
Gail and Bruce Hoffman
Chip Hough
Susan E. Hutchinson
Betty Kemp
Kathy and Flavius Killebrew
Ken Lay
Barbara and Joe Lewis
Gail and Leon Loeb
Wallace Lundgren
Marybeth and Bill Maxwell
Lucy and Dick McCracken
Julie and Michael McNeil
Acacia Medina

Maureen Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Naismith
Patty and Hank Nuss
O’Connor & Hewitt Foundation
Bernard Paulson
Joan & Joseph Prevratil
Ella Prichard
Karen Ross
Keleigh and Stuart Sasser
Rene and Frank Scanio, III
Kim and Tom Schmid
Deneece and Wayne Squires
Cecilia Storm
Robert Suggs and Russell Moody
Catherine & Sam L. Susser
Helen Swetman
Daryl and George Tanner
Denise and Sergio Tavares
Joanne and Peter Volpe
Sylvia and Mark Whitmore

Aquarium Partnerships
AEP Texas
American Bank
Andrews Distributing Co., Ltd.
Avitech
B & R Roofing Supply
Basic Industries of South Texas, Ltd.
Bay Ltd., A Berry Company
Blue Bell Creameries, L.P.
CITGO Petroleum Corp.
Coastal Plains MHMR
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
Corpus Christi Hooks
Corpus Christi Regional Economic  
	 Development Corporation
John Mason, D.D.S.
Durrill Properties
Ed Hicks Imports
Fajitaville
Felix Diesel Service, Inc.
Ferrell/Brown & Associates, Inc.
Fields, Nemec & Co., P.C.
First Community Bank, N.A.
Flint Hills Resources, L.P.
Green Mountain Energy
Gulf Coast Paper Co., Inc.
H-E-B
John Michael Elizondo, D.D.S.
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP.
Mike Shaw KIA
Mike Shaw Toyota
Moore Insurance Agency
Navy Army Community Credit Union
OxyChem
Orion Drilling Company, LLC
Padre Industries, Inc.
Permian Trading & Transportation
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co.
Port of Corpus Christi
Reliant Energy, an NRG Company
Republic Services
Small Planet Deli
Time Warner Cable
United Airlines
Valero Energy Corporation
ValueBank Texas
Wells Fargo Bank N.A.
Whataburger, Inc.

Beach Ball
Premier Sponsor
Andrew’s Distributing Company, Ltd.

Presenting Sponsor
Outback Steakhouse

Aquarium Sponsors
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
The Dobson Family & Whataburger
H-E-B
KIII-TV3
United Airlines

Stingray Sponsors
AEP Texas
Basic Industries, Ltd.
Butler Signature Events
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
Fulton Construction/Coastcon Corporation
Herndon Plant Oakley, Ltd.
Lou Adele & Bob May
Orion Drilling Company, LLC
R & T Robertson Foundation
Reliant, an NRG Company
Republic National Distributing Company
Snyder & Associates
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Valero Energy Corporation

Sea Star Donors
AG|CM, Inc., Derwood Anderson
Ambrose Construction, LTD
American Bank
Bay Ltd., A Berry Company
Julie Buckley & Martha St. Romain
CCRV
Convergent Broadcasting
Dugan Eye Institute
Ferrell/Brown & Associates, Inc
Flint Hills Resources, LP
FSG Lighting and Electric
Gentry Company
Carrie & Charles Gregory
Harte Research Institute
Nancy & Bruce Hawn
Ed & Gloria Hicks-Ed Hicks Imports
Industrial Fabricators of Corpus Christi 
Lee Jordan
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial  
	 Foundation
Julie & Michael McNeil
Navy Army Community Credit Union
Peterson Development Corp.
Pettus Advertising, Inc.
Port of Corpus Christi
Radisson Sandy Shores Beach Hotel
Marsha & Gregg Robertson
San Jacinto Title Services
Keleigh & Stuart Sasser
Kim & Tom Schmid
Scott Electric Company, Inc.
Suemaur Exploration
Catherine & Sam L. Susser/Stripes
Taggart Motor Company
Time Warner Cable Media
ValueBank Texas
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. – Bruce P. Hoffman/ 
	 Michelle Orcutt
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Wood, Boykin & Wolter, P.C.

Beachcomber Tickets
Susan & David Abarca
Chris & Robert Adler
Carol Andrews
Keith Arnold - Corpus Christi Convention &  
	 Visitors Bureau
Mark Avelar - Ronald McDonald House
John Boman
Mr. & Mrs. Tee Bowman
Mary & Charles Campbell
EOG Resources
Congressman & Mrs. Blake Farenthold
Starr & Julio Flores
Grunwald Printing Co.
Berta & Eddie L. Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hartman
Hearing Aid Company of Texas
Leslie Holcomb
B.J. & Michael Kershaw
Yvette & Randy Lara
Landlord Resources
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Loeffler
Dr. Isabel Martinez & Dr. Carlos E.  
	 Martinez-Quinones
Josephine W. Miller
Shirley Mitchell - Performance Food Group
Mike Shaw Toyota
Mike Shaw KIA
Beth & Bert Ramos
Mr. & Mrs. Craig M. Smith
Stewart Title of Corpus Christi
Unique Employment

Event Decorations Sponsors
Borden Insurance
H-E-B
Gill Landscape Nursery

Generous Donations
A&B Communications
Terrie & Shawn Bodine
Dion & Romy Brewer
Buffalo Equipment, Inc.
Elinor & Ben Donnell
Diane Gates
Gulf Coast Graphic Designers
John Grunwald
Kathryn B. McNeil
Larry Meyers
Performance Food Group
Pizza Hut, Portland - Dennis Cox
Quadrant Productions
Sharp Shooter Imaging
Dr. Sergio Tavares & Mrs. Denise Tavares
Jay Wise

Auction Donors
A Mano
Mayor & Mrs. Joe Adame
Alden Hotels - Houston, TX
Anthony’s Aveda Salon
Art Center of Corpus Christi
Artistic Flowers
Arts of Defense Martial Arts
B.L. Guess Lighting
Blackbeard’s
Bleu Bistro
The Blossom Shop
Blue Sky
The Blue Willow Tea Room
Braslau’s Fine Home Furnishings
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BRG Designs-Bo Granberry
Brinca!
Bruno’s Bath House
Butler Signature Events
Camille’s Original Jewelry Designs
Karen Carlisle
Jim Carpenter
Casa de Oro Jewelers
Catfish Charlie’s
The Chicken Shack
Chiron Holistic, LLC
Complete Family Eye Care
Kent & Lisa Cooper
Corpus Christi Art Connection
Corpus Christi Athletic Club
Corpus Christi Liquor Catering
Corpus Christi Symphony Orchestra
Corpus Christi Yacht Club
Sue Cotham
Crawdaddy’s
Crocker Moving & Storage Co.
Don Miguel Restaurant & Grill
Endless Styles Salon & Boutique
Fajitaville
Ellen Fehrenkamp
Starr & Julio Flores
Freebirds World Burrito
Gatherings
George’s Restaurant
Gold’s Gym
Goosefeather’s Clothing Co.
Zoe & Mark Gottlich
Gulf of Mexico Foundation
H-E-B
Hampton Inn & Suites - San Antonio
Hanley Wood Fine Gifts
Andrea J. Harwell
Hearing Aid Company of Texas
Catherine & Bob Hilliard
Gail M. Hoffman/Rockin’ H Design
Peter Holt/San Antonio Spurs
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Hurricane Alley
InFlight Outfitters
Joe’s Crab Shack
JoJo’s Hair Salon
June’s Day Spa
KEDT-TV
Katarina’s Boutique
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial  
	 Foundation
La Playa Mexican Café
Labatt Food Service
Liquid Town
Mandarin Garden
Market Boutique
Masterpiece Investments Corp.
Robert W. Maxwell
Crystal Mead
Maureen Miller
Mosaic
Northshore Country Club
Omni Corpus Christi Hotel
Papa Murphy’s Pizza
Pepito’s Restaurant
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co.
Performance Food Group
Holand Peterson
Physicians Medi-Spa
Pier 99
Pilar Eclectic Jewelry
Pizza State

Planet Sol Salon & Day Spa
The Pooch Pad
R&T Robertson Foundation
Rainbow Books
Veronica Ramos
Reliant, an NRG Company
Republic National Beverage Company
Retama Park
River Hills Country Club
Yevonne Robbins
Robin Jackson Photography
Rockport Birding & Kayak Adventures
D’jango Sanders
Kim & Tom Schmid
Brenda & Mike Shelly
Silverleaf Resorts, Inc.
Sirloin Stockade
Skyview Aviation
Small Planet Deli
Snoopy’s Pier
Deneece & Wayne Squires
Stanley-Fisher House Bed & Breakfast
Star Orthodontics
Stitch It! Embroidery & Screen Printing
Stitch Witch
Tea Anytime Etc.
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Health  
	 Science Center
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi University Athletics
Things Remembered
Time Warner Cable Media
Suzanne Trotter
Tubbs of Flowers
Uncommon Coiffures
Urban Fare Café
Kathy & Rolf Wagner
Whataburger, Inc.
White Stripe Catering Company
The Woodhouse Day Spa
Wyland World Headquarters

Restricted Funds
Aquarium Operations
The Boeing Company
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
The Dobson Family & Whataburger
Amy and Aaron Harvey
Robin Lehman
Liquid Town
Irene and Tony Perry
Kellie and Andrew Smith
Jo Ann and Craig Smith
Lee Thomas

Dolphin Bay
Alice H. Sallee

Campaign Caribbean
Kathy and Joe Adame
The Albert and Ethel Herzstein  
	 Charitable Foundation
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust
Bacon Lee & Associates
Julie Buckley
Louise Chapman
Peggy and Bill Clark
Coastal Bend Community Foundation
Paula and Rick Dodd
Earl C. Sams Foundation, Inc.
Lualhati Flynn
Marybeth and Bill Maxwell
Paula and Larry McKinney
Crystal Mead
Joyce and Richard Penland

Kim and Tom Schmid
Deneece and Wayne Squires
Barbara Anne and Kenneth Stephens
Celika Storm
T.L.L. Temple Foundation
Denise and Sergio Tavares
Yvonne H. Simard Foundation, Inc.

Education
Ed Rachal Foundation
Flint Hills Resources, L.P.
Karen and John Howden
The John G. & Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial  
	 Foundation
MESC/ Dauphin Island Sea Lab
Maria Luisa Salinas
State Farm Insurance Companies
Time Warner Cable
Patricia and Ben Wallace

Gloria Hicks Educational  
Endowment
Patty and Joseph Mueller
Sylvia and Mark Whitmore

Program Enhancement
Megan Adams
Jerry Arreola
Auto Zone
Renai and Michael Baker
Reyna Banda
Keith Bethel
Sarah Bethel
Robert Bidwell
Auburn Buehring
Anita and Clayton Cates
Marvin Cloud
Nathan Crider
Amber Diaz
Ernest Franklin
Gatherings
Richard E. Glover, Jr.
Megan Gonzales
Grimaldi’s
Joan and Donald Halepska
Max Hancock
Rebeca Harris
Amy Harvey
Sarah Helms
Karen and John Howden
Kanene Isiofia
Jay Jensen
Piyabutr Khansang
Patrick Kierst
Ester Lazo
Doug Lewis
Connie Luna
Amanda Macias
Kelsey McFarland
June and Larry Mitschke
Donna and George Munroe
Mary Lou and Rudy Noriega
Greg Padia
Judy and Carroll Pate
Erica Phillips
Stephanie Rivera
Romano’s Macaroni Grill
Kim and Tom Schmid
Tara Schultz
Brianne Secorsky
Linda Shirey
Jo Ann and Craig Smith
Alyssa Squiers
Madeline Steininger

David Stelling
Barbara and Rex Stever
Sue and Chris Swanson
Yolanda Tanguma
Emily Taylor
Carrie Virga
Russell Voigt
Shirley and Kenneth Windhorst
Elaine and Richard Yellen
Shannon Zastoupil

Stingray Lagoon
Nicole Andrade
Jearim Arteaga
Kristin Ashwell
Lauren Attaway
Ashley Bainbridge
Jose Bazan
Behmann Brothers Foundation
Brenda Bennett
Keith Bethel
Robert Bidwell
Blanche Davis Moore Foundation
Kayla Brunner
Marcia and John Bunnell
Leon Burns
Adriana Campos Reza
Nina Cardenas
Sandy Cherniss
Ellen and David Chor
DECA Texas Association
Amber Diaz
Karen and Doug Doyle
Debbie Edwards
Lacy Ellis
Erin Erben
Morgan M. Finley-Winscott
Julio Flores
Ernest Franklin
Liz Gallagher
Perla Garcia
George & Mary Josephine Hamman  
	 Foundation
Jesse Gilbert
Emma Gilbert
Megan Gonzales
Rosanna Gossett
James Green
Mary Grace Grieves
Heather and Richard Guerrero
Kara Hahn
Richard Harris
Diana Hernandez
Sally Howden
Margaret P. Issitt
Jennifer Johnston-Vela
Patrick Kierst
Roxanne Kierst
Doug Lewis
Connie Luna
Daniella Marez
Emiliano Martinez, Sr.
Norma Martinez
Glenda and Joe Martinez
Kelsey McFarland
Kari McKeehan
Crystal Mead
Kaleigh Mitchell
Mary Lou and Rudy Noriega
Jodie and Charles Novak
NSIDE Coastal Bend Magazine
Jack Nyitrai
Jessica M. O’Brien

26

Sandra O’Neil
Greg Padia
Marcella Palreiro
Mathew Pena
Paul David Perez
Natalie Perez
Charles Perron
Andrea Pleasant
Keri Plevniak
Matthew Porter
Ashley Quiroga
Veronica Ramos
Cassandra Rodriguez
Ignacio Rodriguez
Aaron Rosenthal
Gail and Larry Saltsman
Carole Savage
Kim and Tom Schmid
Lauren Schneider
Brianne Secorsky
Emily and Justin Sefcik
Jeanne Sehnert
Barbara and Tom Serota
Kelley Shutt
Jason Slade
Randy Slayton
Kellie and Andrew Smith
Monica and Israel Soliz
The Prichard Family Foundation
Kelsey Thomas
Kelli Timms
Jazmyn Torres
Stacy Trevino
Joel Trevino
Mel Villarreal
Carrie Virga
Chelsea Watson
Lauren Wessel
Tarissa Wheless
Emily Williamson
Jenny and Kerry Zielinski
Weston’s Library
Brianne Secorsky

Wildlife Rehabilitation Program
Anonymous
Julie Cimino
Joan and Donald Halepska
IQ Life Safety Systems, Inc
Lee Jordan
Jeanne and Rick Schafer
Rebecca and Bernardo Torres

Rising Tide Society
Fajitaville
L & F Distributors
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro

Annual Giving
$500+
Callie Ahuja
Anonymous
Micaela and Kent Ellington
Tina and Wayne Fagan
Maxine Flournoy
Frontier Surveying
Susan and Martin Giesecke
Anne Holt and Christian Schultz
Lee Jordan
Carroll Matthews
Network For Good
Chris Nicosia
Theressa Nowitzky
Rhoda and Don Poenisch

Toby Shor
Mamie and Alan Stoner
Becky and Jerry Van Beveren
Patricia and Ben Wallace

$250-$499
Hope and Ramiro Andrade
Jan and Daniel Aronson
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Cathy and Ron Barnard
Julia Bell
Tom Cron
Janet Ferguson
Amber and Greg Joppa
Rebecca Kieschnick
Sherry and Charles Kolb
Aaron and Wynter Lee
Trey McCampbell
Brittany Miller
Donna and George Munroe
Thetis and Loyd Neal
Neurosurgery Institute of South Texas, PA
Rick Stone Masonry, Inc
Jeanne and Rick Schafer
Chris Scott
Brantley White
Shirley and Bill Whiteside
Sylvia and Mark Whitmore
Linda and Charles Zahn

$125-$249
Jamie Amos
Judith and Bruce Anderson
Kirby and Kaaren Barker
Lee and Charles Baskin
Brenda and Brad Blackwood
Stephanie and Michael Blanck
Mitzi and Daniel Bluntzer
Fran Willms and Ernest Buck
Burch Farms
Sheryl and Wilson Calhoun
Lois Chesney
Karen Cummins Martin
Carol and Donald DeLine
Paula and Rick Dodd
Peggy and Jose Duran
ExxonMobil Foundation
Dora and Steven Fogle
Stacey and Rob Hall
Judith and David Hawley
Katrina and Michael Hernandez
Margot and Brent Hopkins
Gaylord and Sue Hoyt
Gertrud and Steve Jeffers
Virginia and Nicholas Jevric
LuAnn and Donald Kingsbury
Sally Kleberg
Ralph Lutz
Sue and Robert Madry,Jr.
Sue and Fred Maurer
Melba and Curtis Maynard
Donna and A.J. McAnelly
Vicki and James McLean
Cindy and Robert Miller
Bettye and Jack Nichols
Kathy and Mike Piatt
Ana and Ron Porter
Jane and Don Ratcliff
Richard L. Ingraham, DDS, MS, PA
Donna and Dick Runyan
LeAnn and Troy Snody
Annette and Keith Ueckert
Vance Vorndam
Joanna and Gordon Weidman

Michael Westergren
Edwin Whitney
Shirley and Kenneth Windhorst
Glenna Sue and Larry Wood
Vernon Wuensche

Up to $124
Link Aase
Rebecca Adams
Rita Alder
Mary and M.T. Alexander
Phyllis and Sam Allen
AT&T United Way/Employee Giving Campaign
Patricia and Cody Bates
Nancy and Drake Beauchamp
Beth Becker
Jean and George Biggs
Winifred and John Bishop
Milly and Edward Blumberg
Valerie Bock
Stephanie and Brent Bottom
Karen and John Bowen
Katherine Brawner and Robert Lutter
Mary and Robert Brossig
Jennifer Brown
Bill Bussie
Gabi Canales
Janel and Ron Carlisle
Roxane Carson
Jose and Christine Castellano
Mary and Jerry Channell
Mary Jo and Mark Cheesman
Wendy Cisneros
Patricia and Daniel Clark
Wiley Cloud
Natalie and Felix Coronado
Judy and Kevin Corrigan
Michael Cosby
Wendy Crader
Cecilia and Kevin Cunningham
Diego De Jesus
Lin and Jorge Del Alamo
Shelby and Dennis DeReese
Skipp and Fred Dinkler
Laura and Walt Dobbs
Emili and Alan Dobbs
Virginia and Justin Douglas
Patty and Eddie Dunn
Duro Bag Mfg. Co.
Andres and Dorella Elizondo
Linda Ellison
Barbara Enloe
Isabel Enrique
Ethan Falcon
Alice Ann and Jerry Fischer
Jerry Frasier
Marjorie and Collin Furr
Melanie Galvan
Amber Gaston
Nicole Gerlach
Mary and Ali Ghaffari
Mark Gingrich
Ida and Freddie Gomez
Grainger Matching Charitable Gifts Program
Thomas Gross
Cinthya and Manuel Guerra
Rebecca Hagan
Katie and Cody Hahn
Lina Hall
Nancy C. Harwell
H.B. Hause
Christina Hawn
Jackie and Tony Hein

Karen and David Henny
Allen G. Herkimer, Jr.
Donna and Jeffrey Hoff
Kay Hoffman
Eric Holliday
Lynette Houston
Mary Hower
Daniel Howerton
Carolyn Jackson
Mark Jones
Frances Jones
Marjorie and Michael Kelly
James Kimbrell
Tamara and Scott King
Ursula and Nathan Kolenovsky
Sandra Lambert
Beth and Michael Landis
Charles and Harriett Larkin
Dorothy B. Lawler
Beverly and Bobby Leach
Sangsoo Lee
Liz and Leon LeVan
Luis and Claudia Leyton
Marie and Rocco Logiodice
Richard and Priscilla Lon
Debbie and Jeff Lundquist
LyondellBasell Matching Gift Program
Pedro Martinez
Isabel Martinez and Carlos Martinez-Quinones
Brittany Mason
Laura and Gary McBee
Claudia McDonald
Kelly and Stan McDonald
Nancy McElwee
Victoria McGuire
Anita and Jimmie McKinney
Kerrie McLemore
Terri Meyer-Samaniego and  
	 Ramond Samaniego
Kristy Middaugh
Dorothy Miller
Judith Miller
Taylor Mills
Sarah Moore
Christina Motto
National Instruments
Arnold Nino
Wilma and Patrick Norrell
Jacqulene and Norman Oates
Jennifer Paniagua
Joyce and Richard Penland
Leigh and Cameron Perry
Jeff Peterson
Gwynne and Larry Peterson
Tanner Poach
Linda and Alfonso Prado
Dave Raye
Jordan Rechis
Adam Reed
Ruth and Sim Reeves
Debbie Reiter
Julia Reza
Nicole Rice
Elaine M. Richardson
Edda and Phil Ridgeway
Kate Rogers
Kristi and Bryan Roof
Sylvia and Joseph Rupp
Tina Salem and Walter Boyd
Debra and Calvin Sanders
Brie L. Sarkisian
Mary Martin and Steven Schindler
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Lynn and Jim Shiner
Elda Shipley
Lukas Silva
Joanna Simper
Diane Siple
Quincy Smith
Karen Smith
Dale and Tom Stewart
David Stimmell
Carla and John Swallow
Carol Talbot and A.J. Koska 
Ann and Gary Taylor
Karen and Bill Thau
Kim and L. J. Thompson
Carrie Thompson
Rachel Trevino
Maria A. Trevino
Wanza Treybig
John Turner
Doris and Victor Valdez
Jaime Valdez
Cheryl and Charles Votzmeyer
Marla and Paul Vranish
Don Vyskocil
Michelle Walker
Connie and Judith Walker
Beverley Wallace
Nixon Welsh
Carol and Dennis Whitley
Christen Whitmire
Griselda and Andre Willie
Felipa Wilmot
Gertrude Wilson
Shelley and John Wolfhope
Ruth and Richard Woolsey
Carol and John Worley
Jacquelyn Wylie
Cheryl and William Yeager

Honor and Memorial  
Contributions
In Honor of Bonnie “Dottie” Amos
Jamie Amos

In Honor of Greg Buck
Fran Wilms and Ernest Buck

In Honor of Jordan Cimino
Julie Cimino

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. William A. 
Clark; Mr. & Mrs. Will Clark; Ms. 
Kittie Clark
Sally Kleberg

In Honor of Robert M. Cutts
Kristi and Bryan Roof

In Honor of B.D. Holt; Harrison C. 
Holt
Anne Holt and Christian Schultz

In Honor of Ruth & Sim Reeves’ 
60th Wedding Anniversary
Ruth and Sim Reeves

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. JB Richter
Anne Holt and Christian Schultz

In Honor of Betty Schultz
Anne Holt and Christian Schultz

In Honor of Sam J. & Pat Susser
Toby Shor

In Honor of Abby & Megan White
Brantley White

In Honor of Zachary Windhorst 
USAF
Shirley and Kenneth Windhorst

In Memory of Robert E. Bordyn
Kristin Ashwell
Marcia and John Bunnell
Ellen and David Chor
Karen and Doug Doyle
Jodie and Charles Novak
Sandra O’Neil
Gail and Larry Saltsman
Jeanne Sehnert
Jenny and Kerry Zielinski
IQ Life Safety Systems, Inc.

In Memory of Sue Ellen Cron
Tom Cron

In Memory of Janelle H. Cummins
Karen Cummins Martin

In Memory of Judge Eduardo E. 
de Ases
Maria de Ases

In Memory of Susan Dugan
Dugan Family Foundation

In Memory of Captain Daniel & 
Barney Flynn
Lualhati Flynn

In Memory of Santa Garcia
Ana and Ron Porter

In Memory of Peggy Hays
M.T. Alexander

In Memory of June Shroeder 
Hinson
Joyce and Richard Penland

In Memory of Owen Hopkins
Margot and Brent Hopkins

In Memory of DeeDee Hueske
Karen and John Howden

In Memory of Anne & Harry 
Hughes
Stephanie and Michael Blanck

In Memory of Rebecca E. Jeffers
Gertrud and Steve Jeffers

In Memory of Carol A. Lutz
Ralph Lutz

In Memory of Rick Mead
Gaylord and Sue Hoyt
Trey McCampbell
Patty and Joseph Mueller
Donna and George Munroe
Rhoda and Don Poenisch

In Memory of Julie Moore
Karen and John Howden

In Memory of Lucy Myers & Chris 
Bratten
Jeanne and Rick Schafer

In Memory of Normalinda Salinas
Maria Luisa Salinas

In Memory of J.E. Ted Stibbards
Neurosurgery Institute of South Texas, PA

In Memory of Joe Vegh
Mary Hower

In Memory of Lafeyette Willie
Griselda and Andre Willie

Circle Members
Executive Circle - $750-$999
Chris Nicosia
Theressa Nowitzky

Trustee’s  Circle - $500-$749
Callie Ahuja
Janet Ferguson
Rebecca Kieschnick
Rick Stone Masonry, Inc

Director’s Circle - $250-$499
Link Aase
Sheryl and Wilson Calhoun
Janel and Ron Carlisle
Wiley Cloud
Carol and Donald DeLine
Paula and Rick Dodd
Andres and Dorella Elizondo
Dora and Steven Fogle
Stacey and Rob Hall
Lynette Houston
Gaylord and Sue Hoyt
Virginia and Nicholas Jevric
Tamara and Scott King
LuAnn and Donald Kingsbury
Sherry and Charles Kolb
Claudia McDonald
Kelly and Stan McDonald
Nancy McElwee
Victoria McGuire
Taylor Mills
Tanner Poach
Lynn and Jim Shiner
LeAnn and Troy Snody
Carrie Thompson
Becky and Jerry Van Beveren
Vance Vorndam
Joanna and Gordon Weidman
Sylvia and Mark Whitmore
Glenna Sue and Larry Wood

Curator’s  Circle - $150-$249
Rebecca Adams
Rita Alder
Phyllis and Sam Allen
Nancy and Drake Beauchamp
Beth Becker
Valerie Bock
Katherine Brawner and Robert Lutter
Jennifer Brown
Bill Bussie
Gabi Canales
Roxane Carson
Jose and Christine Castellano
Wendy Cisneros
Patricia and Daniel Clark
Natalie and Felix Coronado
Judy and Kevin Corrigan
Michael Cosby
Wendy Crader
Cecilia and Kevin Cunningham
Diego De Jesus
Shelby and Dennis DeReese
Emili and Alan Dobbs
Virginia and Justin Douglas
Patty and Eddie Dunn
Linda Ellison
Isabel Enrique
Ethan Falcon
Jerry Frasier
Melanie Galvan

Amber Gaston
Nicole Gerlach
Mary and Ali Ghaffari
Mark Gingrich
Thomas Gross
Cinthya and Manuel Guerra
Katie and Cody Hahn
Lina Hall
Nancy C. Harwell
Christina Hawn
Kay Hoffman
Eric Holliday
Daniel Howerton
Mark Jones
Frances Jones
James Kimbrell
Ursula and Nathan Kolenovsky
Sandra Lambert
Sangsoo Lee
Liz and Leon LeVan
Luis and Claudia Leyton
Richard and Priscilla Lon
Debbie and Jeff Lundquist
Pedro Martinez
Isabel Martinez and Carlos Martinez-Quinones
Brittany Mason
Carroll Matthews
Kerrie McLemore
Kristy Middaugh
Dorothy Miller
Judith Miller
Christina Motto
Leigh and Cameron Perry
Gwynne and Larry Peterson
Jeff Peterson
Linda and Alfonso Prado
Dave Raye
Jordan Rechis
Adam Reed
Debbie Reiter
Nicole Rice
Edda and Phil Ridgeway
Kate Rogers
Kristi and Bryan Roof
Tina Salem and Walter Boyd
Mary Martin and Steven Schindler
Elda Shipley
Joanna Simper
Karen Smith
David Stimmell
Carla and John Swallow
Carol Talbot and A.J. Koska 
Ann and Gary Taylor
Rachel Trevino
Wanza Treybig
John Turner
Doris and Victor Valdez
Jaime Valdez
Cheryl and Charles Votzmeyer
Don Vyskocil
Michelle Walker
Connie and Judith Walker
Christen Whitmire
Felipa Wilmot
Gertrude Wilson
Shelley and John Wolfhope
Ruth and Richard Woolsey
Vernon Wuensche
Cheryl and William Yeager
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Our Mission 

Connecting people with nature and 

inspiring conservation of the Gulf 

 of Mexico.

Our Vision

To be a nationally-recognized 

Aquarium leader in creating  

entertaining, educationally-enriching 

programming; conducting wildlife 

rehabilitation; and supporting 

 conservation.

2012 Officers
Lee R. Jordan  Chair
Judith Hawley   Past Chair
Deneece Ann Squires Vice Chair
Bruce S. Hawn Vice Chair
Denise Tavares Secretary
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Rich D. Tuttle At Large Member
Larry Urban  At Large Member
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Darrell G. Coleman
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Elinor Donnell
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R. Scott Heitkamp
Charles A. Hicks
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Trustees Emeritus
R. C. Allen
Charles C. Butt
Peggy Lasater Clark
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Tom Schmid, President and CEO
Julio Flores, Vice President of Finance and CFO
Jesse Gilbert, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
Paul “Rocky” Kettering, Vice President of Development
Richard E. Glover, Jr., Chief Marketing Officer
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